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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 
OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

For  the  Year  1894. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 

Authority . 


Gentlemen, 

Article  18  (section  14)  of  the  Local  Government  Board’s 
Order  of  March,  1891,  directs  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  “  make  an  Annual  Report  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  up  to 
the  end  of  December  in  each  year,  comprising  a  summary  of 
the  action  taken,  or  which  he  has  advised  the  Sanitary 
Authority  to  take,  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread 
of  disease,  and  an  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  his 
District  generally  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  shall 
also  contain  tabular  statements  of  the  sickness  and  mortality 
within  the  District  classified  according  to  diseases,  ages,  and 
localities.” 

In  obedience  to  this  Order  I  beg  to  report  to  you  upon 
the  mortality  and  sickness  which  obtained  in  the  year  1894 
in  the  District  over  which  you  now  have  jurisdiction  ;  upon 
the  action  taken  and  progress  made  during  the  year ;  and 
upon  the  sanitary  state  of  the  District  generally  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

1.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  District  on  April  1st,  1891,  was  Population 
29,747;  it  was  28,008  on  April  1st,  1881.  Assuming  the 
present  rate  of  increase  corresponds  with  that  of  the  previous 
decade  it  is  estimited  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1894 
nu  nbered  30,268.  This  is  not  the  actual  population,  as 
portions  of  the  District  have  been  annexed  to  Shmklm  and 
Ventnor,  but  as  the  reduction  of  population  took  place  late 
in  the  year  it  will  be  convenient  for  statistical  purposes  to 
take  the  population  as  estimated.  Since  the  annexation  a 
boy  and  girl  have  been  born  and  one  death  has  occurred 
in  the  separated  part,  and  these  births  and  this  death  are 
treated  as  having  occurred  within  the  Rural  Sanitary 
District.  So  indifferent  are  those  concerned  to  the  con 
venience  of  those  interested  about  practical  administrative 
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details  in  sanitary  districts  and  to  the  obligations  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  writing  his  Annual  Report,  that 
it  will  probably  be  impossible  to  report  properly  upon  the 
vital  statistics  of  your  District  for  the  year  1895,  the  County 
Council  having  determined  to  annex  other  parts  of  it  to 
urban  areas  within  the  year.  The  natural  inciease  of 
population  in  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  169. 

In  the  middle  of  the  year  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
Sanitary  District  contained  87,599  acres,  now  reduced.  The 
average  population  to  the  acre  was,  therefore,  0.34,  or  one 
person  to  2 ’9  acres. 

682  births,  of  which  27  were  illegitimate,  were  registered 
during  the  year.  The  male  births  numbered  337  and  the 
female  births  numbered  345  ;  11  boys  and  16  girls  were  not 

born  in  wedlock.  5  [3  persons  died  during  the  year,  of 
whom  264  were  males  and  249  were  females. 

The  births  and  deaths  in  each  quarter  were  as  follows  : — 


M. 

Births. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

Deaths. 

F. 

Total. 

1  st  quarter 

95 

86 

181 

95 

75 

1 70 

2nd  „ 

7 1 

88 

1 59 

46 

45 

91 

79 

105 

1 84 

57 

5i 

1 08 

4th  „ 

92 

66 

158 

66 

78 

144 

337 

345 

682 

264 

249 

5 1 3 

The  birth-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 
District  in  1894  was  2 2 '5  Per  1000  of  the  population,  the 
lowest  birth-rate  ever  recorded  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  was 
1 -6  under  the  lowest  previous  rate,  viz.,  24-1  in  1890.  It 
was  3*4  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  death-rate  was  16-9  per  1000.  But  50  deaths 
occurred  among  persons  temporarily  resident  in  the  District, 
and  deducting  these  the  death-rate  is  reduced  to  15*2  per 
1000. 

I  he  death-rate  was  the  highest  for  ten  years  with 
two  exceptions,  viz.,  in  1868,  when  it  was  17*3,  and  in  1892, 
when  it  was  18*3.  It  was  2*3  higher  than  in  1893. 

In  1894  the  birth-rate  was  4-3  lower  than  the  mean 
birth-rate  in  your  District  in  the  ten  years  1884-93,  and  the 
death-rate  was  i*o  below  the  mean  death-rate  in  the  same 

period. 
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The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1804.  was  2 9^6  Birth-rate  and 

per  1000,  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded,  and  was  2-o  per  Death-rate  in 
r  ii  .i  ,  .  , ,  nn  •  England  and 

1000  below  the  mean  rate  m  the  ten  years  1884-93.  Wales 

The  death-rate  was  1 6*6,  the  lowest  ever  lecorded,  and 
was  1*5  per  1000  under  the  lowest  previous  death  rate,  viz.,  1  8*i 
in  1888.  It  was  2'6'per  rooo  below  the  mean  annual  death  rate 
in  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  death-rate  in  Country  Districts,  that  is  to  say  among 
the  population  resident  outside  the  boundaries  of  Urban 
Sanitary  Districts,  was  15*6  per  1000  living.  The  mean 
annual  death-rate  in  Country  Districts,  in  the  preceding  ten 
years,  1884-93,  was  1 7*5  Per  1000  living. 


The  birth-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District 
was  y  1  below  the  birth-rate  of  England  and  Wales  m  1894 
and  9  1  below  the  mean  birth-rate  in  the  ten  years  1884-93. 
The  death-rate  was  o-3  above  the  death-rate  of  England  and 
Wales,  or  deducting  the  deaths  of  strangers  residing  tem¬ 
porarily  in  the  District,  1*4  below  the  general  death-rate. 
It  was  1 '3  above  the  death-rate  in  Country  Districts,  or 
deducting  the  deaths  among  temporary  residents,  0*4  below 
it,  and  it  was  o‘6  below  the  mean  annual  death-rate  in  the 
ten  years  1884-93,  or  deducting  the  deaths  among  strangers, 
2*3  below  it.  As  compared  with  the  death-rate  in  England 
and  Wales  and  with  that  in  the  Rural  Registration  Sub¬ 
districts  the  death-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 
District  for  the  past  twelve  years  was  as  follows :  — 


Comparison  of 
the  Birth-rate 
ard  Death- 
rate  in  the  I.  of 
W.  Rural  San¬ 
itary  District 
with  those  of 
England  and 
Wales 


England  and  Wales. 


Rural  Districts. 


1883 

4*3 

below  the  average. 

2 -5  below  the  average. 

1884 

5*9 

y  y 

3*7 

1885 

3*6 

y  y 

2-i 

1886 

3*6 

5? 

2-1 

1887 

2*9 

y  y 

1*3 

1888 

o*5 

yy 

o-6  above  the  average. 

1 889 

i*4 

y  y 

0'2 

I  890 

4* 1 

yy 

2'4  below  the  average. 

1 891 

3*7 

y  y 

2-0 

1 892 

o*7 

>9 

o*2  above  the  average. 

1893 

46 

y  y 

2*8  below  the  average. 

1 894. 

°’3 

above  the  average. 

1*3  above  the  average. 

Male 

In  every  1000  of  the  population  8^7  males  and  8*2  females  Female  Death- 
died  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  in  1894.  Rate, 
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Infant mor-  The  deaths  of  70  infants  under  one  year  of  age  weve 
tahty  included  in  the  513  deaths  registered.  The  proportion  of 

deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  registered  births  was  103 
per  1000.  In  the  previous  nine  years  it  was  89,  79,  108, 
87,  7 3,  89,  85,  143,  and  79  per  1000.  The  proportion  of 
deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  registered  births  in  England 
and  Wales  was  137  per  1000.  the  mean  having  been  147. 
95  children,  or  18*5  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths,  died  under 
5  years  ;  and  25  children,  or  4*8  per  cent,  of  the  deaths, 
died  between  one  and  five  years  of  age.  263  persons  or  52-4 
per  cent,  of  the  deaths  died  between  one  year  and  65. 


Mortality  of  18°  persons,  or  35  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  died  at  63  and 
the  aged.  upwards,  of  whom  53  were  between  65  and  70;  78  be¬ 
tween  70  and  80  ;  43  between  80  and  90  ;  and  6  were  over  90. 
The  greatest  age  at  death  registered  was  that  of  a  retired  farm¬ 
er,  who  died  at  Little  Pan  near  Newport,  at  95.  An  agricultural 
labourer  died  at  93  at  Yafford.  Other  labourers  died  at 
92  and  91  at  Brading  and  Wootton.  A  widow  died  in  the 
Workhouse  at  91,  and  a  farmer  died  at  Whitwell  at  90. 


Deaths  of  50  persons  died  in  the  District  who  did  not  belong  to 

strangers  in  the  it.  Of  these  26  died  in  the  Workhouse  who  were  per- 
Distnct.  manent  residents  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  but  not  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict.  23  died  in  the  National  Hospital  for  Consumption 
at  St.  Lawrence,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Newport  was  found 
drowned  in  the  Medina. 


Deaths  from  1 4  persons  died  from  different  forms  of  violence.  Of 
violence,  these  2  persons  committed  suicide,  one  by  shooting  him¬ 

self  in  a  boat  off  Niton,  the  other  by  drowning  himself  in  the 
River  Medina  near  Newport.  The  other  deaths  by 
violence  were  accidental.  2  occurred  from  falls  upon  them, 
one  in  a  gravel-pit,  the  other  in  a  sand-pit.  1  from  a  fall 
through  a  hole  in  a  floor,  1  from  a  burn  caused  oy  falling 
downstairs  while  carrying  a  lighted  paraffin  lamp,  2  from 
hoemorrhage,  the  one  umbilical  from  slipping  of  the  ligature, 
the  other  from  a  wound  in  the  arm.  5  from  drowning,  3 
while  bathing,  1  by  falling  into  a  tank,  1  by  falling  into  a 
brook,  and  one  man  was  found  on  the  seashore,  but  it  was 
not  certain  that  he  was  drowned.  2*7  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  were  caused  by  viclence,  and  0*4(7  of  the  population 
of  the  District  died  a  violent  death  In  1893  the  deaths  by 
violence  were  equal  to  5  A  per  cent  of  all  the  deaths  and  to 
a  death-rate  of  0*83  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  mean 
percentage  of  deaths  from  violence  in  your  District  during 
the  ten  year's  1884-93  was  3*5.  In  England  and  Wales  in  6*2 
per  cent,  of  the  deaths  inquests  were  held.  The  proportion 
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of  inquest  cases  in  1893  had  been  5-8  per  cent.  o'6o  per 
1000  of  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  died  violent 
deaths  in  1894  against  0*65  per  1000  in  1893. 


The  513  deaths  from  all  causes  included  :  — 


Mortality  from 
certain  dis¬ 
eases.  Zymotic 
diseases. 


14  attributed  to  diphtheria 
i  ,,  ,,  membranous  croup 

18  ,,  ,,  enteric  fever 

1  ,,  ,,  puerperal  fever 

2  ,,  ,,  measles 

8  ,,  ,,  whooping  cough 

4  ,,  ,,  diarrhoea 


48 


The  48  deaths  attributed  to  the  principal  forms  of  zymotic  Zymotic 
disease  were  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  1*58  per  1000  of  the  L>eath-rate. 
population  and  to  a  percentage  of  9^5  of  the  deaths.  The 
zymotic  death-rate  in  the  six  preceding  years  was  0*42,  i*6, 

0*67,  1*64,  1  -43,  and  0^82  per  1000  respectively.  The  deaths 
attributed  to  these  principal  zymotic  diseases  in  England  and 
Wales  corresponded  to  a  rate  of  1*76  per  1000  living  against 
2 ‘oo  and  2-47  respectively  in  the  preceding  two  years.  The 
annual  average  death-rate  from  zymotic  diseases  in  England 
and  Wales  during  the  last  decennium  1881-90  was  2-30  per 
per  1000  against  3*95,  4*15,  and  3*38  per  1000  respectively  in 
the  three  decennia  comprised  in  the  period  1851-80. 

67  deaths  from  phthisis  or  consumption  were  registered.  Phthisis. 

23  persons,  all  of  whom  were  strangers  to  the  Island,  died 
from  phthisis  in  the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consumo- 
tion,  and  2  persons,  who  were  Isle  of  Wight  people,  but  who 
did  not  belong  to  your  District,  died  in  the  Workhouse  from 
this  disease.  The  death-rate  from  phthisis  was  equal  to  2-21 
per  jooo  living  in  1894,  or,  deducting  the  deaths  from 
phthisis  among  strangers  1*38  per  1000.  The  percentage  of 
deaths  from  phthisis  to  all  the  deaths  was  1306,  or 
excluding  the  deaths  among  strangers  8-38.  In  1894  8  57 
per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths  among  Isle  of  Wight  people  took 
place  from  consumption.  The  mean  percentage  of  deaths 
from  phthisis  to  all  the  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  was  9  3. 

77  persons,  2  of  whom  did  not  belong  to  the  District,  died  Lung  diseases. 
from  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  or  pleurisy.  The  deaths  from 
these  different  forms  of  affections  of  the  lungs  were  equal  to 
a  rate  of  2-21  per  1000.  The  mean  death-rate  in  these 
diseases  in  England  and  Wales  is  3-3  per  1000. 
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Heart  Disease. 

Cancer. 

Scrofula. 

Influenza. 

Notified 

diseases. 


56  persons,  3  of  whom  did  not  belong  to  the  District,  died 
from  heart  disease.  The  deaths  from  heart  disease  were 
equal  to  a  rate  of  1-85  per  1000.  The  mean  death-rate 
from  he?rt  disease  in  England  and  Wales  is  1*3  per  1000. 

Cancer  caused  35  deaths.  6‘8  per  cent,  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  people  who  died  in  your  District  in  1894  had  cancer. 
The  mean  percentage  of  cancer  to  all  the  deaths  in  England 
and  Wales  is  27. 

15  of  the  deaths  were  registered  as  having  occurred  from 
different  forms  of  scrofulous  disease.  This  is  equivalent  to 
2*9  per  cent  of  the  deaths.  The  mean  percentage  of  deaths 
from  scrofula  to  all  the  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  is  3*6. 

25  deaths  were  registered  as  having  occurred  from 
influenza. 

168  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year.  The  notifications  were  equal  to  5*5  per  1000  of  the 
population.  They  included  19  cases  of  scarlatina,  43  of 
diphtheria.  2  of  membranous  croup,  91  of  enteric  fever,  3  of 
puerperal  fever,  and  10  of  erysipelas.  The  notification  forms 
in  use  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  are 
detective,  inasmuch  as  they  do  not  require  the  medical 
practitioner  to  give  the  age  of  the  patient  This  is  very 
inconvenient,  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  ordered  to 
classify  the  new  cases  of  infectious  illness  according  to  ages 
as  well  as  to  diseases  and  localities.  It  is  unfortunate  in  the 
public  interest  that  matters  appertaining  to  his  department 
are  not  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  deaths  from  different  forms  of  violence  again  included 
those  of  men  killed  by  falls  upon  them  in  pits.  Excavations 
of  all  kinds  should  be  strictly  regulated,  and  especially 
should  workmen  be  protected  by  the  strictest  supervision 
when  engaged  in  digging  earth,  sand,  gravel,  chalk,  and 
stone  in  pits  Some  of  these  pits  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  are 
exceedingly  dangerous,  having  almost  perpendicular  sides. 

The  mortality  from  cancer  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
Sanitary  District  is  in  excess.  Ihe  mean  percentage  of 
deaths  from  this  disease  in  ten  years  1884-93  was  3*5.  In 
1894  cancer  caused  6'8  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  percentage  is  27.  Cancer  would 
appear  to  be  slowly  on  the  increase  in  England  and  Wales, 
but  its  prevalence  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  must  be  due  to 
special  local  causes.  Although  during  the  year  under  review 
the  percentage  of  deaths  from  phthisis  among  Isle  of  Wight 
people  was  slightly  below  that  of  the  country  generally,  it  is 
relatively  high  having  regard  to  the  salubrity  of  the  climate, 
and  the  open-air  avocations  of  the  people  as  compared  with 
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the  overcrowding  of  towns  and  the  sedentary  and  unhealthy 
occupations  of  urban  dwellers.  I  have  not  the  statistics  of 
lunacy,  but  I  believe  insanity  prevails  to  a  greater  extent 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight  than  in  England  and  Wales.  It  is 
difficult  to  explain  this  excess  of  cancer,  phthisis,  and 
insanity.  They  are  all  diseases  of  a  degenerative  type,  and 
they  may  be  accounted  for,  in  some  measure,  perhaps,  by 
heredity,  the  conditions  of  life  and  the  food  of  former 
generations,  and  more  particularly  intermarriage  among 
kinsfolk — it  is  often  said  “  the  Isle  of  Wight  people  seem  all 
related  to  one  another  ” — may  have  tended  to  produce  racial 
decadence.  But,  doubtless,  insanitation  and  especially 
badly-built  and  damp  dwellings,  have  had  in  the  past,  and 
still  have,  their  influence  in  this  matter. 

While  the  death-rate  in  1894  compared  less  favourably 
with  the  exceedingly  low  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales 
and  with  that  of  Country  Districts  than  in  some  recent 
years,  the  low  birth-rate  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District 
was  phenomenal.  It  was  yi  below  the  birth-rate  of  the 
country  generally,  which  in  1894  was  lowest  birth-rate 
ever  recorded.  I  am  not  furnished  with  the  marriage 
returns  of  your  District,  beeause  some  of  the  rural  marriages, 
especially  among  Nonconformists,  are  celebrated  in  licensed 
churches  in  the  towns,  although  this  occurs  in  other  rural 
sanitary  districts  in  which  the  returns  are  supplied.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  compare  the  birth-rate  with  the  marriage- 
rate.  A  large  number  of  young  people  leave  the  Island 
permanently,  and  the  marriage-rate  is  probably  exceptionally 
low.  But  this  should  reduce  the  death- 1  ate  considerably  by 
diminishing  the  large  number  of  deaths  which  take  place 
under  one  year  of  age.  The  reason  the  death-rate  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District  is  higher  than  would  be  anti¬ 
cipated  is  b(  cause  the  young  people  leave  the  District. 
That  is  to  say,  there  are  in  the  population  a  smaller  propor¬ 
tion  of  persons  of  the  age  period  5-25,  the  period  during 
which  the  smallest  number  of  deaths  occur.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  because,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  for  example, 
the  death-rate  is  lower  in  one  locality  than  another,  one 
district  is  more  healthy  than  another.  The  death-rate  is 
determined  by  many  circumstances,  and  unless  these  cir¬ 
cumstances  are  known  it  is  impossible  to  gauge  its  signifi¬ 
cance. 


(A)  Table  of  Dfaihs  during  the  Year  1894,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  Disti 
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separate  localities. 
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3 

4 

10 

20 

26 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Workhouse. 

46 

2 

2 

2 

17 

23 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Parkhurst  Barracks. 

5 

3 

2 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Parkhurst  Prison. 

15 

12 

3 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Cowes. 

37 

6 

2 

1 

3 

8 

17 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Ryde. 

37 

8 

3 

1 

1 

12 

12 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Brading. 

00 

10 

4 

hr 

7 

7 

24 

35 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Godshill. 

94 

13 

6 

4 

6 

26 

39 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Royal 

National  Hospital  for 

24 

12 

12 

Under  5 

Consumption. 

5  upwds. 

Calbourne 

98 

23 

5 

6 

8 

31 

25 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Totals  . 

513 

70 

25 

25 

51 

162 

180 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality. 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the 
District  among  persons  belonging 

thereto. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Deaths  occurring  within  the 
District  among  persons  not  be¬ 
longing  thereto. 

2 

2 

11 

23 

11 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

he  Isle  of  W  ight,  classified  according'  to  Diseases,  Ages,  Localities. 
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Enteric  or 
Tvohoid. 

Continued. 
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X 

c3 
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i 
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Ague. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia, 

tmu  x  icuria' 

Heart  Disease. 

Injuries. 

All  other 

Diseases. 

Total. 

1 

2 

7 

10 

8 

1 

... 

3 

13 

10 

3 

19 

60 
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2 

2 

j 
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4 

4 

31 

44 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

9 

15 

1 

3 

4 

8 

1 

2 

7 

5 

4 

10 

29 

1 

1 

3 

5 

10 

1 

5 

3 

3 

15 
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3 

7 

14 
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1 
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8 

10 

4 

39 
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1 

14 

20 
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1 
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9 

14 

2 

34 

74 

24 
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2 

3 

1 

5 
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3 

1 
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13 

7 

32 
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1 

1 
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1 

59 
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1 

1 

3 

2 
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59 

56 

13 
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2 

2 

1 

2 

25 

2 
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(B)  Table  of  Population,  Births,  arid  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious 
during  the  year  1894,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  in  the  Isle  of 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these  Statis¬ 
tics  ;  public  institutions  being 
shown  as  separate  localities. 

(a.) 

Population  at 

ALL  AGES. 

(A 
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i- 

0 
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•  ^4 

bjo 

V 

(d.) 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  0. 

(*•) 

Census 

1891. 

(*•) 

Estimated 

to, 

middle 

[of 

1894. 

(c.) 

Newport. 

123 

,Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Workhouse. 

Undor  5 

5  upwds. 

Parkhurst  Barracks. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Parkhurst  Prison. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Cowes. 

56 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Ryde. 

58 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Brading. 

I16 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Godshill. 

144 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Calbourne. 

185 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Total . 

683 

^Under  5 

5  upwds. 

State  here  whether  “Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  is  compulsory  in  the 
Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  blank  headings  the  names  of  any  that  are 
of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the  District.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality 
is  situated. — No  Isolation  Hospital. 


Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Wight:  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


New  Cases  of  Sickness  jn  each  Locality,  coming  po 
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^  S}nce  when January  1st,  1890.  Besides  the  above-mentioned 
notifiable  in  the  District,  and  fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name 
m  which  such  Hospital  is  situated  ;  and  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it 
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Zymotic 

eases 


2.  THE  SANITARY  HISTORY  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Of  all  the  regulations  framed  by  communities  for  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  general  welfare,  by  far  the  most  important  are 
those  intended  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of  their 
members.  In  this  country  the  local  administration  of  such 
regulations  is  confided  to  Sanitary  Authorities,  the  member¬ 
ship  of  which  is  determined  by  the  popular  voice. 

Speaking  generally,  these  local  administrative  bodies  have 
no  choice  of  action.  Their  duty  is  to  secure  the  greatest 
possible  sanitary  good  of  the  greatest  possible  number  of  the 
population  placed  under  their  care  The  history  oi  the  action 
taken  from  year  to  year  and  the  progress  made  to  accomplish 
this  end  is  a  record  of  the  manner  in  which  this  duty  has 
been  performed.  The  presence  of  preventible  disease  and 
the  means  adopted  to  prevent  its  spread  in  any  given  year  is, 
for  example,  a  measure  of  the  sanitary  state  of  a  particular 
district  and  of  devotion  to  duty  of  the  Authority  administering 
it;  and  the  course  taken  to  improve  permanently  the  condi¬ 
tions  affecting  health  in  the  district  will  indicate  the  degree 
in  which  it  is  retrogressive,  stationary,  or  progressive.  Such 
an  account  of  the  preventible  or  zymotic  diseases  which 
obtained  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  in  the 
year  1894,  and  of  the  sanitary  history  of  the  year  under  the 
administration  of  your  predecessors,  l  will  endeavour  to  give. 

dis-  The  commencement  of  the  year  1894  was  characterised  by 
the  absence,  in  great  measure,  of  zymotic  disease  from  the 
District.  There  was  but  one  case  of  scarlatina ,  at  Froglands, 
near  Carisbrooke,  and  there  were  only  three  convalescents 
from  that  disease,  residing  respectively  at  Blackwater, 
Binstead,  and  Barnsley.  There  were  cases  of  whooping 
cough  at  Freshwater,  Gurnard,  Chale,  Briddlesford,  and 
Sullens  in  the  parish  of  Arreton,  and  at  Haven  Street.  As 
the  year  grew  isolated  cases  of  scarlatina  appeared  at  Ashey, 
Haylands,  Newchurch,  Bembridge,  Brad  mg,  Lake,  Whit  we  11, 
Fairlee,  Wootton,  Duxmore,  Newbridge,  and  Freshwater. 
Early  in  the  year  diphtheria  appeared  in  the  Newchurch 
district,  and  again  at  its  close,  cases  occurring  at  Newchurch, 
Alverston,  Bordwood,  Hale  Common,  and  Apse  Heath,  and 
the  disease  was  present  during  the  year  at  Shankhn,  Lowther- 
ville,  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  Undercliff,  Whitwell,  Niton, 
Haylands,  Shide,  Parkhurst  Prison,  and  Northwood,  and  there 
was  a  case  of  membranous  croup  notified  at  Whitecross,  near 
Merrygardens,  and  another  at  Brading.  Enteric  fever  was 
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epidemic  at  Carisbrooke,  Gunville,  and  Parkhurst  Prison,  and 
there  were  cases  at  Shide,  Blackwater,  Arreton,  Durton, 

Wootton,  Brading,  Porchfield,  Watchingwell,  Shalfleet, 
Calbourne,  Brighstone,  Shorwell,  and  Chale,  associated  with 
tbe  Newport  outbreak.  The  disease  was  also  present  at  Lake, 

Wroxall,  Bonchurch,  North  wood,  and  Freshwater.  There 
was  a  case  of  puerperal  fever  at  Whitwell,  Shanklin.  and  Brad- 
ing  Cases  of  idiopathic  erysipelas  in  different  parts  of  the 
District  were  notified. 

Between  January  19th  and  February  27th  three  isolated  Scarlatina 
cases  of  scarlatina  were  notified  in  different  houses  in  the 
Ashey  district,  which  did  not  spread,  and  the  origin  of  which 
could  not  be  traced. 

In  May  a  young  man  at  Haylands  had  scarlatina  rash  four 
days  after  returning  from  Militia  training  at  Sandown.  where 
he  had  been  two  months. 

In  July  the  case  was  notified  of  a  girl  of  5  attending  the 
Bettesworth  Road  Schools,  and  who  had  diphtheria  in  June  ; 
and  in  October  a  boy  of  4  attending  the  same  Schools  had 
the  disease. 

A  child  residing  at  Wacklands,  Newchurch  had  scarlatina 
at  the  beginning  of  January.  Ten  days  before  the  rash 
appeared  his  mother  visited  Ryde.  There  had  been  no  other 
communication  outside  the  honse. 

A  week  after  the  disease  appeared  another  child  was 
affected. 

On  April  12th  a  child  who  did  not  attend  a  day  school,  but 
who  was  at  Bordwood  Sunday  School  on  April  8th,  had 
scarlatina  rash  at  Queen’s  Bower,  Newchurch.  There  had 
been  a  fire  at  his  house  on  April  5th  at  which  people  from 
Sandown,  with  whom  he  came  into  contact,  assisted. 

In  the  same  month  a  child  at  Lake,  who  attended  the 
National  School  at  Sandown,  had  the  disease. 

In  May  an  isolated  case  occurred  at  Bembridge ,  which 
could  not  be  traced  ;  and  in  November  there  was  another 
isolated  case  in  a  school  at  Brading.  A  few  days  previous 
the  girl  had  visited  Duxmore.  There  were  two  cases  in  a 
cottage  there  at  the  time. 

On  April  1 8th  a  girl  at  Whitwell  attended  a  Sunday  School 
treat  at  Godshill  of  Whitwell  children,  at  which  there  would 
appear  to  have  been  children  from  Ventnor  and  other  places, 
and  on  April  25th  she  had  scarlatina  sore  throat. 

In  November  a  young  man  reached  Whitwell  after  having 
walked  part  of  the  way  from  Liverpool,  and  next  day 
developed  scarlatina  rash. 

A  child  came  from  Southsea  to  Fairlee  Road  on  May  14th, 
and  on  May  23rd  had  scarlatina  rash. 


Diphtheria 


lb 

In  April  a  child  had  the  disease  at  Wootton,  the  rash  having 
appeared  a  week  after  her  mother  visited  an  infected  house 
in  Newport. 

At  the  end  of  September  an  unrecognised  case  occurred  at 
Duxmore.  The  child  attended  the  Haven  Street  Schools. 

Five  weeks  after  another  case  in  the  same  cottage  was 
notified 

A  case  at  Newbridge  was  notified  on  August  24th.  About 
a  month  previously  a  girl  from  Newport,  who  visited  New¬ 
bridge  from  Saturday  to  Monday,  had  a  rash,  and  on  August 
10th  a  visitor  in  the  same  cottage  had  a  rash.  There  was 
communication  between  the  two  houses. 

There  was  a  case  in  an  inn  at  Colwell  in  October,  the 
origin  of  which  could  not  be  traced  ;  and  in  December  there 
was  another  isolated  case  at  Freshwater. 

In  a  cottage  at  Apse  Heath  a  child  of  3^  years  died  in  February 
of  diphtheria.  He  had  not  been  from  home  and  there  had  been 
no  visitors  to  the  house,  which  was  damp,  and  the  drinking 
water  was  polluted  from  the  h  >use  dram,  which  passed  close 
to  the  well. 

A  woman  residing  at  Whitecross ,  Landguard  Lane ,  in  the 
same  District,  who  attended  the  child’s  funeral  on  February 
8th,  had  diphtheria  on  February  14th. 

At  the  end  of  March  two  children  attending  the  Newchurch 
Schools  had  the  disease.  One  of  them  died.  She  lived  in  a 
damp,  dirty  house,  the  midden  privy  of  which  was  foul  m  the 
extreme. 

In  this  family  five  other  cases,  three  of  whom  died, 
occurred  one  alter  the  other  in  April  and  May,  as  there  wa°- 
no  means  of  isolation. 

A  neighbour’s  son  who  called  at  the  house  had  the  disease 
at  the  end  of  April. 

There  were  cases  of  throat  affection  at  Knighton  at  this 
date,  but  they  were  not  medically  attended. 

At  the  end  of  November  and  the  beginning  of  December 
four  children  attending  Newchurch  School  and  residing 
respectively  at  Newchurch,  Winford,  Borthwood,  and 
Alverstone,  had  the  disease,  and  two  of  them  died. 

In  July  there  were  two  deaths  from  diphtheria,  in  seven 
cases  in  a  family  living  in  a  damp,  dirty  house  in  Landguard 
Road,  Shanklin.  The  scullery  drain  was  disconnected  from 
the  house,  but  the  drain  was  n  >t  disconnected  from  the 
sewer.  The  drinking  well  was  not  properly  protected.  It 
was  said  the  Shanklin  primary  schools  were  closed  at  the  time 
on  account  ofthe  prevalence  of  diphtueiia  in  that  town. 

In  the  same  month  there  was  a  case  at  HiC  Common ,  which 
was  not  recognised  until  there  was  loss  of  voice  during 


convalescence.  The  lad,  v  ho  was  employed  at  Apse  Heath, 
delivered  bread  in  Shanldin. 

Early  in  August  a  sister,  who  attended  the  Newchurch 
Schools,  died  of  diphtheria. 

There  were  subsequently  three  others  of  this  family 
affected,  all  of  whom  died. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  diphtheria  prevailed  in  the 
Ventnor  district. 

On  February  ioth  a  bov  who  attended  a  day  school  in 
Ventnor  died  in  a  damp  thatched  cottage  at  St.  Lawrence , 
and  at  the  end  of  the  month  there  was  another  case  in  the 
same  family. 

In  the  beginning  of  March  a  child  of  3,  who  had  not  left 
home,  died  of  the  disease  at  Lowtherville. 

At  the  end  of  April  a  pupil  teacher  in  a  primary  school  in 
Ventnor  had  diphtheria;  and  at  the  beginning  of  that  month 
a  servant  was  sent  from  Ventnor  to  her  home  at  Whitwell 
suffering  from  the  disease. 

In  June  a  housekeeper  at  Bo?ichurch,  who  visited  Ventnor 
in  the  course  of  her  duties,  became  affected. 

At  the  end  of  November  diphtheria  appeared  in  the 
TJndtrcliffi  members  of  two  families,  who  were  relatives,  the 
one  living  at  Old  Park,  the  other  at  Mirables,  who  frequently 
visited  one  another,  were  taken  ill  on  the  same  day.  There 
were  three  cases  at  Old  Park  and  four  at  Mirables.  The 
house  at  Mirables  was  damp  and  insanitary. 

Early  in  November  a  girl  living  in  an  insanitary  house  in 
Niton  had  diphtheria ;  and  there  was  another  case  in  tha 
same  village,  in  a  house  with  a  foul  midden  privy,  in 
December, 

At  the  end  of  June  there  was  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in 
the  Upton  Road,  Hayla?ids ,  among  children  attending  the 
Bettesworth  Road  Schools.  There  were  six  cases  in  three 
families.  Children  from  Ryde  attending  the  schools  had  bad 
throats  at  the  same  time.  At  the  backs  of  the  cottages  in 
which  the  children  lived  is  the  insanitary  surface  drain,  which 
is  a  sewer  vested  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  which  has  been  so  often  reported. 

On  November  11th  diphtheritic  membrane  appeared  in  a 
damp  house  at  Shide  on  the  throat  of  a  child  who  attended 
the  Board  School  at  Newport,  in  which  town  there  were 
cases  of  diphtheria.  lie  was  last  at  School  on  Novem¬ 
ber  8th. 

At  the  end  of  the  month  a  girl  attending  the  Haven  Street 
Infant  School  had  diphtheiia  at  B  riddles  ford.  There  had 
been  recently  cases  of  throat  affection  among  the  School 
children  at  Haven  Street.  The  premises  were  insanitary  and 
the  drinking  water  was  contaminated  by  surface  soakage. 


Membranous 

Croup. 


Enteric  Fever. 
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On  October  8ih  a  boy  who  attended  the  National  Schools, 
Newport,  on  October  7th  developed  diphtheria.  He  resided 
in  what  is  known  as  the  Infirmary  Block  at  Parkhurst  Prison. 
He  slept  in  a  damp  room. 

A  month  later,  on  November  8th,  a  boy  residing  in  the 
same  Block  became  ill  on  reaching  home  from  the  National 
Schools.  The  case  was  net  recognised  immediately,  and  on 
November  26th  the  patient’s  brother,  a  child  of  3,  had 
diphtheria. 

On  November  23rd  a  child  attending  Gurnard  Schools 
visited  Cowes.  On  November  29th  the  diphtheritic  mem¬ 
brane  appeared  on  her  throat. 

O11  | uly  28th  a  case  of  membranous  croup  at  Whitecross, 
Landguard  Lane,  was  notified.  The  child  attended  Gatten 
Schools  and  went  every  day  to  Shanklin,  where  diphtheria 
prevailed. 

In  the  middle  of  October  another  case  of  the  disease  in  the 
High  Street,  B fading,  was  notified.  The  premises  were 
sanitary,  and  there  was  no  apparent  cause  to  account  for  the 
disease. 

125  cases  of  enteric  fever  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
Sanitary  District  came  to  my  knowledge  in  1894.  These 
included  cases  among  the  prisoners  of  Parkhurst  Prison, 
which  were  notified  to  me  by  the  Governor  of  that  establish¬ 
ment,  but  those  which  occurred  in  Parkhurst  Barracks  were 
not  brought  to  my  knowledge.  With  few  exceptions  the 
cases  of  enteric  fever  were  due  to  the  presence  of  the  poison 
of  this  disease  in  the  public  water-supply  of  the  town  of 
Newport. 

Of  those  which  did  not  arise  from  this  source  there  was 
one  in  B fading  in  January,  the  cause  of  which  could  not  be 
ascertained.  The  patient  attended  the  Parish  School  and 
drank  from  an  imperfectly  protected  well,  which  is  the  source 
of  water-supply  of  several  cottages. 

In  June  a  case  at  Shide  Mill  was  notified,  which  apparently 
dated  back  three  or  four  weeks.  The  patient  had  not  left 
her  home  for  many  weeks.  Early  in  May  she  eat  “  pullers,” 
a  shell-fish  which  lives  in  mud,  sent  her  from  St.  Helens. 
The  premises  were  insanitary,  and  about  the  middle  of 
May  she  became  ill,  she  attributing  her  sickness  to  the  stench 
arising  from  a  blocked  drain.  Drains  were  carried  and  pigs 
were  kept  within  a  few  feet  of  the  drinking  well. 

In  June  a  case  at  Lake  was  notified  in  a  cottage,  the 
scullery  drain  of  which  was  not  disconnected  or  trapped,  and 
consequently  the  cesspit  ventilated  into  the  house.  The 
drinking  water  was  supplied  from  the  Sandown  main. 
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Another  rase  occurred  at  I  ake  in  July.  The  palient,  who 
was  a  cab  driver,  became  feverish  on  July  ioth.  On  June 
2  s  t  h  he  c  rank  a  quantity  of  water  in  Shank  lin,  the  only 
water  he  had  drunk  lor  some  months.  It  was  said  to  be  the 
water  of  a  fountain. 

In  November  a  young  man  was  sent  to  his  home  in 
Wroxall  from  Ventnor.  There  were  other  cases  of  enteric 
fever  in  the  house  in  which  he  resided  in  that  town.  They 
were  attributed  to  a  defective  water-pipe,  which  was  carried 
beneath  a  stable  from  the  water-main  to  the  dwelling,  the 
Ventnor  water-supply  not  being  constant. 

At  the  end  of  November  a  girl  of  12  was  ill  with  enteric 
fever  at  \Bcnchurih.  The  house  was  supplied  with  water 
from  the  Ventnor  Waterworks,  but  there  was  a  well  on  the 
premises,  the  water  from  which  may  have  been  used  in  the 
bedrooms. 

In  May  there  wrere  three  cases  of  enteric  fever  in  a  house 
at  Freshwater ,  supplied  from  the  Freshwater  Waterworks, 
about  the  origin  of  which  there  was  some  doubt,  inasmuch  as 
the  patients  had  visited  Newport.  The  dates,  however,  did 
not  correspond  satisfactorily  with  the  period  of  incubation. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  a  young  man  who  was  present 
when  a  particularly  foul  cesspit  wras  emptied  on  April  12th. 
On  May  1st  he  was  ill,  and  from  May  the  4th  be  kept  his 
bed  twro  or  three  days,  and  had  diarrhoea,  and  then  returned 
to  his  work. 

On  May  14th  his  wife  became  ill,  and  on  May  1 6th  his 
brother  took  to  his  bed  and  his  case  was  notified. 

Early  in  August  there  was  a  case  in  Gunville  in  a  house 
supplied  from  the  Newport  Waterworks.  The  patient,  how¬ 
ever,  was  working  at  Long  Lane ,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
re-constructing  a  very  foul  drain  at  a  house,  the  rain-water 
supply  of  which  wTas  bad.  He  drank  the  water,  which  was 
imperfectly  filtered  before  it  entered  a  tank. 

A  fortnight  later  a  youth  who  assisted  him,  and  who  lived 
in  the  bouse  at  Tong  Lane,  became  ill  and  was  sent  to  his 
home  at  Porchfield,  where  he  died.  He  had  no  connection 
whatever  with  Newport. 

A  case  was  notified  at  the  “  Flowerpot,”  Northwood ,  in 
August.  The  well  water  was  polluted  by  surface  soakage. 

Two  cases  occurred,  the  one  in  August,  the  other  in 
September,  in  adjoining  cottages  at  Somerton.  The  source 
of  the  poison  was  not  apparent.  The  first  patient  had  not 
left  the  premises  for  a  month  before  she  was  taken  ill,  and 
there  was  no  reason  to  suspect  either  the  milk  used  or  the 
water,  the  well,  having  a  pump  affixed,  being  better  protected 
than  the  majority  of  cottage  wells  in  the  rural  parts  of  your 
District. 
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On  December  i  oth  the  case  of  two  boys  of  6  and  9  respec¬ 
tively,  living  at  Wootton  Common,  were  notified  as  doubtful 
cases  of  enteric  fever.  No  connection  could  be  traced  with 
previous  cases  in  Wootton.  The  water  of  an  insufficiently 
protected  w7ell  from  which  they  drank,  was  impure. 

On  December  14th  the  case  of  a  boy  of  7  living  at  Wootton 
Bridge  was- notified. 

There  had  been  two  cases  of  the  disease  from  Newport 
under  treatment  in  the  village  in  October  and  November, 
which  were  sent  there  as  suffering  from  influenza,  and  being- 
unrecognised  precautions  were  not  taken.  Enteric  fever 
poison  undoubtedly  passed  into  the  Creek  from  these  cases, 
and  the  patient  had  been  upon  the  mud  at  lowT-water,  if  he 
had  not  taken  raw  shell-fish,  of  which  there  was  some  doubt 

Enteric  fever  is  not  uncommon  in  Newport,  and  in 
February  there  was  a  case  of  the  disease.  The  Notification 
Act  was  not  in  force  in  the  Borough,  but  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  stated  there  vrere  known  to  him  to  have  been  three 
fresh  cases  in  March,  7  in  June,  5  in  luly,  9  in  August,  14  to 
September  29th,  163  to  October  29th,  1 54  to  December  1st, 
and  21  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  notification 
of  cases  of  enteric  fever  in  Newport  commenced  on  Novem¬ 
ber  7th. 

The  cases  of  the  disease  which  occurred  in  your  District  in 
connection  with  the  epidemic  were  of  two  classes  :  those  in 
which  the  poison  was  apparently  taken  at  home,  and  those  in 
which  the  poison  having  been  taken  in  Newport  the  patients 
were  removed  to  their  homes  in  different  parts  of  the  Rural 
Sanitary  District.  There  were  in  all,  108  cases,  excluding 
those  at  Parkhurst  Barracks.  Of  these,  in  60  cases  the  disease 
was  contracted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport,  and  in  48 
cases  the  disease  was  contracted  in  Newport  or  from  those 
who  had  been  removed  into  the  country  from  Newport. 

1 1  persons,  one  of  whom  was  a  nurse,  in  three  families, 
became  affected  in  this  manner ;  and  6  of  them,  in  two 
families,  died.  Unfortunately  the  disease  wTas  not  recognised 
in  two  of  these  three  families,  and  in  each  of  them  there  was 
an  absence  of  skilled  nursing  until  after  the  mischief  was 
done. 

There  was  a  case  in  June,  which  apparently  arose  in  the 
District.  In  July  there  was  one  case,  another  in  August,  one 
in  the  week  ending  on  September  15th,  one  in  that  ending  on 
September  22nd,  and  two  in  that  which  ended  on  September 
29th,  all  of  which  were  imported  from  Newport.  From 
September  30th  to  October  13th  there  were  10  cases,  8  of 
which  were  imported;  from  October  14th  to  October  27th 
there  were  32  cases,  11  of  which  were  imported,  and  2  arose 
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from  a  previously  imported  case;  from  October  28th  to 
November  mth  there  were  31  cases,  of  which  8  were 
imported  and  3  arose  from  a  case  previously  imported  ;  from 
November  11th  to  November  24th  there  were  13  cases,  3  of 
which  were  imported  and  4  arose  from  cases  previously 
imported  ;  from  November  25th  to  December  8th  there  were 
10  cases,  in  one  of  which  the  disease  was  contracted  in 
Newport  and  one  arose  from  a  case  previously  imported ; 
from  December  9th  to  December  22nd  there  were  3  cases, 
one  of  which  arose  from  a  previously  imported  case  ;  and 
from  December  23rd  to  December  31st  there  were  2  cases. 

Of  the  cases  which  had  their  origin  in  your  District  23 
occurred  111  Carisbrooke  and  7  in  Gunville,  1  in  Fairlee  Road, 

1  at  Hunnyhill,  2  at  Horsebridge  Hill,  now  admitted  to  have 
been  enteric  cases,  1 8  among  the  prisoners  in  Parkhurst 
Prison,  and  8  in  the  families  of  the  Warders  of  that  estab¬ 
lishment  . 

Of  the  cases  which  had  their  origin  in  Newport,  or  which 
arose  from  cases  which  'received  the  poison  there,  8  were 
removed  to,  or  lived  in,  Carisorooxe,  and  1  was  removed  to 
Gunville,  1  to  Hunnyhill,  1  lived  at  Par  c  Place,  near  Caris¬ 
brooke,  2  were  removed  to  Watchingwell,  2  to  Shi  le,  3  lived 
in,  or  were  removed  to,  Marvel  Road  or  Marvel,  6  lived  in,  or 
were  removed  to,  Blackwater  (3  of  these  were  infected  by  one 
of  the  Newport  cases,,  1  lived  at  Arreton,  1  at  Godshill,  1  at 
Durton  near  Staplers,  1  was  removed  to  and  5  lived  in 
Brading  (the  first  case  of  these  5  infected  the  others),  1  was 
removed  to  Lake,  2  to  Wootton,  1  case  was  removed  to 
Chale  and  5  others  were  infected  by  it,  i  was  removed  to 
Shalfleet,  1  to  Calbourne,  1  to  Brighstone,  and  3  to  Shorwell. 

With  the  exception  of  the  case  which  occurred  at  Caris¬ 
brooke  in  June,  there  were  no  cases  in  which  the  poison  had 
been  taken  in  your  District  until  the  lirst  fortnight  in  October, 
when  2  persons  who  had  lived  in  Carisbrooke  and  who  had 
just  left  the  Island  developed  the  disease.  During  the  second 
fortnight  in  October  19  cases  occurred,  9  in  Carisbrooke,  2  in 
Gunville,  1  at  Hunnyhill,  4  among  the  prisoners  at  the  Prison, 
and  3  in  the  families  of  the  Prison  Warders.  During  the  next 
fortnight  to  November  10th  there  were  20  cases,  9  in  Caris¬ 
brooke,  3  in  Gunville,  4  in  the  Prison,  2  among  the  Warders’ 
families,  and  2  at  Horseoridge  Hill.  From  November  11th 
to  November  24th  toere  were  6  cases,  2  in  Carisbrooke,  2  in 
the  Prison,  1  in  the  Warders’  families,  and  i  in  Fairlee  Road. 
From  November  23rd  to  December  8th  there  were  8  cases,  7 
of  which  occurred  among  the  prisoners  at  Parkhurst  and  1  in 
a  Prison  Warder’s  family.  From  December  9th  to  Decem¬ 
ber  22nd  there  were  2  cases,  1  at  Gunville  the  other  in  the 
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Prison.  From  December  23rd  to  December  31st  there  was  a 
case  at  Gunville. 

Of  those  who  contracted  enteric  fever  in  your  District  3 
were  under  5,  24  between  5  and  15,  15  between  15  and  25, 
and  18  between  25  and  65,— the  oldest  having  been  63.  Of 
those  who  were  sent  from  Newport  to  your  District,  or  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease  from  these,  2  were  under  5,  13  between 
5  and  .1 5,  27  between  15  and  25,  and  18  between  25  and  65, 
the  oldest  having  been  55. 

Upon  comparing  the  history  ot  the  epidemic  in  your  Dis¬ 
trict  with  its  course  in  the  town  of  Newport  it  will  be  seen 
that  a  sudden  outbreak  of  fresh  cases  took  place  during  the 
second  fortnight  of  October  and  the  first  fortnight  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  the  months  in  which  the  disease  attained  its  maximum  in 
Newport ;  and  that  both  in  the  rural  district  and  in  the  town 
there  was  an  equally  sudden  subsidence  of  the  epidemic  after 
the  first  week  in  December.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that 
its  cause  was  common  to  both  districts.  The  only  circum¬ 
stance  common  to  Newport  and  the  localities  in  which  the 
disease  appeared  in  your  District  was  the  water-supply 
Carisbrooke,  Gunville,  Parkhurst  Prison,  Horsebridge  Hill, 
and  Fairlee  Road  being  supplied  with  water  from  the  Newport 
Waterworks.  In  two  instances  only  did  cases  arise  in  houses 
not  so  supplied,  and  the  two  chikhen  affected  attended  the 
Board  School  at  Carisbrooke,  to  which  the  water  is  laid  on. 

The  Newport  Waterworks,  which  belong  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  that  Borough,  are  situated  within  your  District.  The 
water  is  pumped  from  the  Chalk  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  upon 
which  Carisbrooke  stands  to  a  high-level  reservoir  situated  on 
the  hill-side  above  the  village.  The  low-level  service  was  a 
constant  supply  from  a  reservoir  placed  near  the  wells,  in 
which  the  water  of  surface  springs  from  the  Chalk  was  collect¬ 
ed.  A  pipe  from  tins  reservoir  joined  the  distributing  main. 
Carisbrooke,  south  of  the  main  street,  which  follows  pretty 
closely  the  division  between  the  Secondary  and  Tertiary 
strata,  drains  for  the  most  part  into  the  Chalk.  Some  of  the 
cesspits,  which  are  nearly  all  dry  steined,  are  shallow,  and 
others  are  deep.  'There  are  from  30  to  40  cesspits  in  the 
Chalk,  which  is  much  fissured,  in  Carisbrooke  proper,  but 
they  continue  for  a  mile  and  a  half,  or  more,  up  the  Bowcombe 
valley.  'The  interments  of  a  large  cemetery,  situated  on  the 
hill  above,  and  south  of  the  Waterworks,  are  made  in  the  Chalk. 
The  Waterworks  stand  on  the  banks  of  a  laro-e  mill- 
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pond  into  which  enter  the  waters  of  the  “  Lukely  ’*  which  drains 
the  valley  and  receives  in  its  course  the  sewage  of  farmsteads, 
and,  to  some  extent,  of  houses,  before  it  rea<  hes  Carisbrooke 

and  after. 
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The  water  was  pumped  from  two  wells  connected  by  a 
syphon.  One  of  these  is  lined  with  iron  tubing  and  extends 
to  a  depth  ot  35  feet;  the  other,  kno  vn  as  “the  old  well,” 
is  lined  with  blocks  of  stone  and  is  not  so  deep.  It  is 
carried  through  chalk  debris  and  pebbles  full  of  water,  and  I 
believe  it  is  not  certain  that  it  passes  into  the  Chalk  strata. 
This  “  old  well  ”  is  within  10  feet  of  the  millpond. 

Dr.  Theodore  Thomson,  L.G.B.,  who  assisted  by  Dr.  Evans, 
L.G.B.,  investigated  the  epidemic  on  behalf  of  the  Central 
Authority,  suggested  to  the  Corporation  of  Newport  that  as 
the  “  old  well  ”  was  not  “  tight  ”  the  use  of  its  water  should 
be  discontinued,  and  on  November  20th  the  syphon  was 
disconnected  from  the  “  new  well.”  The  supply  from  the 
low-level  reservoir  also  was  subsequently  cut  off.  By  the  end 
of  the  first  week  in  December  the  outbreak  was  practically 
at  an  end, 

Chemical  analysis  failed  to  discover  impurity  in  the  water, 
but  upon  bacteriological  examination,  although  there  were  not 
a  large  number  of  specific  organisms,  the  bacillus  call  communis , 
which  inhabits  the  large  intestine,  was  found  both  in  the  old 
and  new  well  and  in  the  low-level  reservoir,  in  which  there 
were  fish. 

It  was  likely  the  source  of  contamination  of  the  “old 
well,”  the  water  of  which  evidently  conveyed  the  poison  of 
enteric  fever,  was  either  a  deep  or  a  surface  one.  If  the 
former  it  was  possible  the  pollution  may  have  reached  it 
through  seme  fissure  in  the  Chalk  ;  if  the  latter  its  proximity 
to  the  midpond  suggested  the  possibility  of  some  leakage 
from  it.  As  the  well  does  not  enter  the  Chalk  to  any  depth 
it  did  not  seem  probable  the  poison  reached  it  through  a 
fissure,  and  on  pumping  out  the  well  and  lowering  a  light 
into  it  the  water  was  seen  pouring  into  it  through  the  joints 
of  the  stonework,  and  in  one  place  in  a  stream  as  large  as 
that  from  an  ordinary  pump.  How  the  poison  got  into  the 
millpond  could  not  be  made  out.  Since  compulsory 
notification  has  obtained  only  01m  ca.e  of  enteric  fever  has 
been  notified  in  Carisbrooke  until  tiie  year  under  review,  and 
that  was  in  June,  1890,  when  there  was  a  case  of  the  disease 
contracted  in  Newport  in  a  house  near  the  Waterworks,  but 
below  the  millpond.  Previous  to  this,  so  far  as  is  known 
there  had  not  been  a  case  in  Carisbrooke  since  1887. 

But  Carisbrooke  is  visited  by  hundreds  of  strangers, 
especially  during  the  Spring  and  Summer,  and  a  large  number 
of  tramps  traverse  the  Island  every  year.  Several  laundresses 
carry  on  their  avocation  on  the  banks  of  the  Upper  Lukely 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Carisbrooke  millpond. 
Consequently  the  accidental  contamination  of  the  water  is 
conceivable. 
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There  were  3  cases  ot  puerperal  fever,  one  at  Brading ,  one 
in  the  Wilton  Road ,  Shanklin ,  and  one  at  Soulhford,  near 
Whit  well. 

10  cases  of  idiopathic  erysipelas  in  different  parts  of  your 
District  were  notified. 

In  January,  February,  and  March  there  were  cases  of 
whooping  cough  in  the  Freshwater  and  Yarmouth  district,  at 
Wootton,  Hay  lands,  and  Pan ,  near  Newport.. 

The  principal  measures  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infectious  diseases  in  your  district  have  been  notification, 
isolation,  an  I  disinfection.  As  circumstances  required  other 
measures  were  adopted  to  this  end.  For  example,  during 
;he  prevalence  of  enteric  fever  every  house  the  inmates  of 
which  were  in  danger,  was  visited,  and  special  directions 
were  given  and  particularly  to  boil  the  milk  and  drinking- 
water,  and  when  diphtheria  appeared  particular  attention  was 
given  to  the  schools  of  the  district. 

The  operation  of  the  Notification  Act  was  as  beneficent  as 
in  previous  years,  but  during  the  year  under  review  it  has 
served  to  emphasise  the  necessity  of  an  isolation  hospital  in 
your  District  to  a  greater  extent  than  hitherto.  The  head  of 
the  family  very  rarely  notifies  as  the  Act  requires  him  to  do. 
Acting  upon  the  advice  of  Dr.  Theodore  Thomson,  the 
Corporation  of  Newport  in  November  requested  the  notifi¬ 
cation  of  cases  of  enteric  fever.  Bat  the  people  of  Newport 
demanded  to  be  protected  permanently  by  notification,  and 
the  Town  Council  adopted  the  Act,  removing  at  the  same 
time  a  reproach  and  source  of  danger  to  the  community. 
Notification  is  now  in  force  throughout  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

The  knowledge  of  the  presence  of  the  poisons  which 
produce  disease  would  be  of  little  service  if  the  community 
could  not  be  protected  from  their  operation.  To  secure  this 
isolation  is  a  necessity.  That  efficient  isolation  is  obtained 
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without  skilled  nursing  in  some  of  the  small  crowded  houses 
in  your  District  in  which  infectious  disease  from  time  to  time’ 
appears  is  astonishing,  an  1  reflects  the  greatest  possible 
credit  upon  the  women  of  the  peasantry,  wh  >se  inte  iigent 
care  and  devotion  are  often  bey  nd  a  praise. 

That  infectious  disease  somuimes  spreads  from  inmate 
to  inmate  of  a  cottage  home,  especially  when  it  attacks  the 
mot  her,  who  is  the  cook  and  general  servant  of  the  house¬ 
hold  as  well  as  the  nurse,  is  what  would  be  anticipated.  It 
veiy  rarely  passes  beyond  the  dwelling,  however.  I  have 
already  referred  to  a  case  of  diphtheria  in  a  family  of  seven 
who  occupied  a  small  house  at  Newchurch.  The  mother  was 
attacked,  and  died.  Only  one  member  of  the  family,  who  was 
taken  away  by  a  neighbour,  escaped  the  disease,  and  there 
were  four  deaths.  The  first  case  occurred  in  March  an  1  the 
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last  in  May.  Nothing  could  be  done.  No  one  would  let  a 
house,  even  for  tne  reception  of  those  who  were  not  yet 
affected.  They  could  not  be  sent  to  the  isolation  ward  at  the 
Workhouse,  as  its  use  for  any  but  pauper  cases  is  very  pro¬ 
perly  forbidden.  Had  it  been  possible  to  isolate  the  first 
case,  or  to  place  in  quarantine  the  other  members  of  the 
family,  some  of  those  lives  may  have  been  saved.  Again,  in 
a  family  at  Ha!e  Common  the  poison  of  diphtheria  passed 
from  an  unrecognised  case  of  the  disease  to  a  girl  who  died. 
The  mother,  who  nursed  her,  became  affected  and  died,  and 
subsequently,  two  other  children  took  the  disease  and  died. 
There  were  four  deaths  in  a  family  of  six,  but  many  weeks  elaps¬ 
ed  between  the  firstcase  and  the  last;  and  yet  the  most  minute 
directions  were  given,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  Had  skilled  nursing,  which  was  beyond  the  means  of 
this  family  to  obtain,  been  available  at  the  commencement, 
some  of  these  lives  may  have  been  saved.  Both  here  and  at 
NewchurcU  skilled  nurses  were  engaged  when  none  of  the 
family  were  left  to  nurse  those  who  were  sick.  At  Brading 
an  unrecognised  case  of  enteric  fever  occurred  in  September. 
The  mother  nursed  the  case  and  became  ill  of  the  disease 
early  in  November.  Three  other  children  then  became 
affected.  There  were  five  cases,  and  the  mother  and  three  of 
her  children  died,  as  it  was  evident  considerable  risk  was 
being  incurred  by  those  who  went  to  the  house  to  give 
assistance,  I  engaged  two  trained  nurses  at  the  expense  of  the 
community  for  the  protection  of  the  community:  and,  in 
future,  until  proper  means  of  isolation  are  provided,  I  shall, 
with  your  sanction,  adopt  this  rather  expensive  method  of 
securing  it.  I  feel  it  is  due  to  the  Vicar  of  the  parish  to 
recognise  his  efforts  to  make  provision  for  nursing  before 
I  sent  the  nurses,  and  to  acknowledge  his  great  kindness  in 
providing  them  with  board  and  lodging.  I  could  multiply 
examples,  but  those  I  have  quoted  will  suffice  to  show  you 
how  impossible  it  is  for  you  to  perform  completely  your 
duties  as  a  Sanitary  Authority,  until  you  have  made  proper 
provision  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Tor  at  least  ten  years  your  predecessors  had  before  them 
the  question  of  the  provision  of  an  isolation  hospital,  and  six 
years  ago  they  resolved  “that  more  permanent  provision 
shall  be  made  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  disease.”  They 
at  one  time  considered  the  advisability  of  entering  into  an 
arrangement  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  isolation  of 
non-pauper  cases.  This  appearing  to  be  impracticable,  it 
was  suggested  they  should  build  a  hospital  in  conjunction 
with  the  town  of  Newport,  and,  at  length,  they  determined  to 
^consider  the  cost  of  providing  an  isolation  hospital  for  the 
whole  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District.  Opposition  on  the 
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ground  of  expense  delayed  the  matter  until  1892,  when  they 
concluded  it  would  be  advantageous  to  build  two  isolation 
hospitals,  one  for  each  Medene.  Shortly  after,  a  Committee 
of  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  upon  the  invitation  of  the 
Shanklin  Local  Board,  met  delegates  from  that  Board  and 
from  the  Local  Boards  of  Shanklin  and  Ventnor.  The 
Committee  resolved  “that  an  isolation  hospital  to  contain 
sixteen  beds,  four  for  each  Authority,  should  be  built  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Apse  Heath  or  Whiteley  Bank,  and  that 
each  Authority  should  bear  one  fourth  of  all  costs.”  The 
different  Authorities  endorsed  this  resolution,  and  subse¬ 
quently  adopted  the  recommendations  of  the  Joint  Committee 
as  regards  the  building  and  other  details,  and  approved  a  site 
of  three  acres  selected  at  Hale  Common.  After  a  large  ex¬ 
penditure  of  labour  and  time  by  the  Joint  Committee  for  two 
years,  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
under  Sec.  79  P.H.  A.,  1875,  for  a  Provisional  Order  to  form 
a  Joint  Hospital  Board,  and  an  Enquiry  was  held  on  behalf 
of  the  Board  by  Mr.  Baldwin  Fleming  and  Dr.  Royle,  at 
Shanklin,  in  November,  1894. 

In  commenting  upon  this  subject  in  my  Annual  Report  for 
1892,  I  remarked  that  sanitary  advance  was  often  hindered  by 
undue  prominence  being  given  to  some  matter  of  detail. 
And  so  it  proved  in  this  instance,  for  on  the  evening  pro 
ceding  the  Enquiry,  the  Ventnor  Local  Board  resolved  to 
withdraw  from  the  arrangement  to  which  they  had  been 
parties,  because  they  wished  the  hospital  placed  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  neighbourhood  of  their  town.  This  decision,  of 
course,  dissolved  the  combination.  Since  your  Council  have 
been  in  existence  your  representatives  have  met  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  District  Councils  of  Sandown  and  Shanklin,  with 
a  view  to  a  fresh  combination.  The  terms  offered  were,  that 
while  the  use  of  the  proposed  hospital  should  be  common  to 
those  towns  and  the  East  Medene  of  your  District  only,  the 
contribution  should  be  in  proportion  to  the  rateable  value  of 
the  respective  districts.  You  could  not  accept  such  an  in¬ 
equitable  arrangement,  and  you  have  now  resolved  to  provide 
yourselves  an  isolation  hospital  for  the  whole  of  your  District. 
I  have  very  unwillingly  come  to  the  conclusion,  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  health,  and  having  regard  to  the  con¬ 
ditions  which  obtain  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  this  ic  the  only 
practical  solution  of  the  difficulty  It  tlmy  can  be  avoided 
small  isolation  hospitals  are  undesirable.  A  hospital  which 
will  serve  a  large  population  such  as  that  of  the  whole  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight  is,  speaking  generally,  more  efficient,  because 
it  is  constantly  in  use  and  requires  the  services  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  staff.  It  was  formerly  my  hope  that  regard  for  the 
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general  good  of  the  Island  would  influence  the  different 
Authorities  to  provide  such  a  hospital,  and,  at  first  sight,  it 
would  appear  that  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  which  enables 
County  Councils  to  promote  the  establishment  of  such  hos¬ 
pitals,  may  have  afforded  facilities  in  this  direction.  But  the 
powers  of  the  Act  would  not  extend  to  Newport  and  Ryde 
without  the  consent  of  their  respective  Councils,  and  the 
hospital  committee  set  up  under  it  would  not  possess  such 
full  powers  as  the  Board  contemplated  by  the  committee. 
Your  District  is  sufficiently  large,  you  will  be  unfettered,  and 
you  will  not  be  shut  out  from  the  use  of  the  hospital  by 
patients  from  the  towns;  while  under  Sec.  131,  P.H.A.,  1875, 
you  will  be  able  to  accommodate  patients  from  other  districts 
for  which  their  Authorities  have  not  provided,  if  you  have 
room.  A  small  hospital  of  twelve  beds,  placed  in  the  centre 
of  your  District,  will  probably  meet  its  present  requirements. 
Provided  a  good  ambulance,  from  my  experience  in  the  past, 

I  apprehend  distance  will  present  no  difficulty.  Having  an 
isolation  hospital,  you  will,  as  a  Sanitary  Authority,  do  all 
that  is  possible  to  encourage  its  use  by  every  class,  by  secur¬ 
ing  comfort  end  privacy  for  its  inmates.  No  charge  will,  of 
course,  be  made,  even  though  its  mother  or  friend  should 
wish  to  enter  the  hospital  with  the  patient.  Your  object  will 
be  to  isolate  a  poison  which  menaces  the  well-being  of  the 
community,  and  with  this  end  in  view  it  would  be  more 
sensible  to  make  payment  than  to  require  it. 

While  it  is  the  paramount  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  to 
secure  the  complete  isolation  of  the  person  affected,  the 
object  of  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  will  not 
be  attained  if  the  poison  emanating  from  him  be  not  des¬ 
troyed.  The  most  careful  directions  are  given  by  your  offi¬ 
cers  in  every  case,  and  disinfectants  are  supplied  at  the  public 
cost.  Frequently  they  are  sent  to  the  house,  and  always 
orders  are  given,  by  means  of  which  they  may  be  obtained 
at  any  time.  Their  free  use  is  required  as  a  sanitary  ne¬ 
cessity,  and  the  ability  to  purchase  them  is  not  taken  into 
consideration.  Many  substances  destroy  the  poisons  which 
cause  infectious  disease,  but,  as  a  general  rule,  carbolic  acid 
is  used  in  your  District 

At  the  close  of  a  case  of  scarlatina,  or  diphtheria,  or  small 
pox,  intimation  of  which  is  given  by  the  medical  attendant, 
the  infected  rooms  and  articles  which  cannot  be  boded  are 
fumigated  by  means  of  sulphurous  acid  gas.  The  Inspectors 
are  directed  to  superintend  the  disinfection  in  every  case,  and 
if  fumigacion  has  been  carried  out  by  other  persons  they  are 
to  repeat  the  process. 

You  do  not  possess  a  disinfecting  apparatus,  your  prede¬ 
cessors  having  decided  that  they  would  not  be  justified  in 
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incurring  the  cost  of  purchasing  one.  I  must  admit,  that  in 
twelve  years  there  has  not  been  an  instance  of  disease  being 
contracted  in  your  District  in  any  room  or  from  any  article 
after  fumigation  with  sulphurous  acid  gas. 

Sometimes  rooms  are  fumigated  after  enteric  fever,  when  the 
patient  has  not  been  properly  nursed,  and  very  frequently  the 
bedding  is  burnt,  as  it  is  after  cases  of  small  pox,  and  in  other 
cases,  when  necessary,  the  value  of  the  things  destroyed 
being  paid  to  their  owner  out  of  the  public  purse.  The 
rooms  occupied  by  the  patient  are  generally  re-papered  and 
painted,  and  ceilings  limewhited,  the  expense  attending 
which  is  placed  by  the  law  upon  the  owner  of  the  house. 

The  utility  of  closing  schools  during  the  prevalence  of 
diphtheria  and  scarlatina  has  been  sometimes  traversed  in 
your  District.  It  was  said  children  would  play  together  and 
communicate  the  poison.  Those  who  hold  this  view  can 
have  had  no  practical  experience  of  the  subject.  It  is  im¬ 
possible  that  children  playing  together  in  the  open  air  can 
run  the  risk  of  infection  they  do  when  crowded  together  in 
schools,  which  are  almost  universally  badly  ventilated. 

Prior  to  notification,  when  infectious  diseases  spread  in 
villages  before  attention  was  called  to  them,  they  rapidly 
subsided  when  the  schools  were  closed. 

During  the  past  year  I  had  not  occasion  to  intervene  until 
November,  when  three  or  four  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred 
among  the  children  attending  the  Newchurch  School  At 
the  request  of  the  Newchurch  School  Board,  I  inspected  the 
children  attending  their  schools  at  Newchurch  and  Wroxall. 
I  examined  the  throats  of  all  the  children  in  attendance  at 
the  time  of  my  visits,  and,  as  the  result  of  my  observations,  I 
advised  the  Board  to  close  the  schools  at  Newchurch  until 
after  the  Christmas  holidays;  such  was  done.  I  found  the 
throats  of  a  very  large  number  of  the  children  in  both  schools, 
but  especially  at  Newchurch,  so  unhealthy,  that  the  wonder 
is  not  that  diphtheria,  when  it  appears  in  that  district, 
spreads,  but  that  it  spreads  to  such  a  comparatively  small 
extent. 

It  has  been  found  that  when  infectious  diseases,  and 
particularly  cholera,  invades  a  district,  its  incidence  is  most 
severe  in  dwellings  the  inmates  of  which  have  been  subject 
to  the  emanations  from  collections  of  filth  about  them. 
Sec.  43  P.H.A.,  1875,  provides  that 

“Every -local  authority  may,  and  when  required  by 
order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  shall  themselves 
undertake  or  contract  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse 
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from  premises ;  the  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies, 
ashpits,  and  cesspools,  either  for  the  whole  or  any  par; 
of  their  district.” 

And  Sec.  43  P.H.A.,  1875,  enacts  that 

“  If  a  local  authority  who  have  themselves  undertaken 
or  contracted  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse  from 
premises,  or  the  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies, 
ashpits,  and  cesspools,  fail,  without  reasonable  excuse, 
after  notice  in  writing  from  the  occupier  of  any  house 
within  their  district  ‘  to  do  the  work  ’  within  seven  days, 
the  local  authority  shall  be  liable  to  pay  to  the  occupier 
of  such  house  a  penalty  not  exceeding  five  shillings  for 
every  day  during  which  such  default  continues  after  the 
expiration  of  such  period.” 

The  Local  Government  Board  did  not  actually  make  such 
order,  but  they  brought  pressure  to  bear  upon  your  pre¬ 
decessors,  and  made  such  strong  representations  to  them 
that  they  resolved  to  scavenge  Bembridge,  Brading,  Lake 
and  Gatten,  Lowtherville,  Steephil  1,  Bonchurcb,  Wroxall, 

Whitwell,  Niton,  Totland  Bay,  Yarmouth,  Carisbrooke  and 
Gunville,  Fairlee,  Shide,  Gurnard,  Tinker’s  Lane,  Horsebridge 
Hill,  Wootton,  Binstead,  and  Haylands.  They  accordingly 
contracted  for  the  scavenging  of  Lake  and  Gatten,  Lowther¬ 
ville,  and  Steephill.  At  Carisbrooke  four  members  of  the 
Parochial  Committee  undertook  the  work,  but  the  arrange¬ 
ment  not  proving  satisfactory,  you  have  contracted  for  the 
scavenging  of  that  village.  As  yet  the  other  places  named 
are  not  scavenged. 

One  of  the  most  offensive  and  troublesome  nuisances  in  Town  Refuse, 
your  District  arises  from  accumulations  of  town  refuse.  The 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority  passed  resolutions  upon  the  subject, 
and  determined  to  take  “stringent  measures,”  but  nothing 
has  been  done.  During  the  past  year  complaints  have  been 
frequently  made,  not  by  ratepayers  of  your  District,  but  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  from  which  the  refuse  is 
brought,  of  the  stench  arising  from  these  accumulations 
placed  near  the  highway,  and  constantly  disturbed  by  pigs 
searching  for  food  among  the  garbage  and  decaying  vege¬ 
table  and  animal  matter  they  contain.  The  contractor  for 
the  removal  of  refuse  from  Newport  gave  attention  to  the 
representations  made  to  him,  and  at  considerable  inconve¬ 
nience  abated  the  nuisance  ;  but,  as  a  rule,  such  represen¬ 
tations  are  unheeded.  The  urban  authorities  should 
establish  crematories  or  refuse  destructors  within  their 
boundaries,  or,  at  least,  they  should  insert  clauses  in  the 
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agreements  the}-  make  with  their  contractors,  such  as  you 
have  done  in  j  our  agreement  with  the  Carisbrooke  con¬ 
tractor,  with  the  object  of  reducing  the  annoyance  and 
danger  to  the  public  health  to  a  minimum. 

For  tvehe  years  in  my  Annual  Reports,  and  as  opportunity 
offered,  the  necessity  ol  bye-laws  in  your  District  has  been 
urged,  and  for  more  than  fifteen  }ears  the  sanitary  authority 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District  discussed  their  suggested 
adoption  with  more  or  less  acrimony.  The  supposed  private 
interests  of  the  individual  were  strong  enough  to  defeat  the 
public  good  until  1888,  when  the  Authority  adopted  the 
report  of  a  committee,  which  contained  the  declaration  that 

“  Two  sets  of  suitable  bye-laws  are  desirable,  one  for 
populous  places  and  another  for  the  purely  rural 
districts.” 

A  year  later  this  was  followed  by  a  further  declaration  that 

“  Bye-laws  are  absolutely  necessary  in  the  Rural 
Sanitary  District  for  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the 
Island,” 

and  in  1890  two  sets  of  bye-laws  were  so  framed  as  to  meet 
the  views  of  objectors  other  than  those  who  opposed  all 
bye-laws  lest  they  should  interfere  with  the  letting  of 
building  land.  These  proposed  bye-laws  were  submitted  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
if  adopted  they  would  be  sanctioned.  During  the  year 
under  review'  the  Central  Authority  forwarded  to  the 
Authority  a  set  of  bye  laws  which  they  were  prepared  to 
sanction  if  they  were  applied  to  the  whole  of  the  Rural 
District.  These  were  adopted  after  the  addition  of  a  saving 
clause,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  relieve  the  Authority  from 
the  obligation  of  putting  any  bye-law  in  force  should  they  see 
fit  not  to  do  so.  The  Local  Government  Board  have  not  yet 
sanctioned  these  bye-laws,  whether  because  of  the  addition 
made  is  not  clear.  There  would  appear  to  be  no  great 
objection  to  such  a  clause,  as  it  is  not  likely  it  would  be 
abused  ;  but  rather  than  delay  the  possession  of  bye-laws 
you  would  probably  waive  it.  The  greatest  difficulty,  I 
apprehend,  would  arise  in  connection  with  air  space  about 
houses ;  and,  doubtless,  considerable  pressure  would  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  you  with  reference  to  proposals  to  build 
houses  under  cliffs  in  the  South  of  the  Island. 

rhe  power  to  make  bye-laws  is  an  urban  power,  and 
before  any  urban  power  can  be  exercised  in  your  District 
sanction  to  use  it  must  be  obtained.  The  Isle  of  Wight 
Rural  Sanitary  District,  while  it  is  one  of  the  largest, 
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rural  sanitary  districts  in  the  kingdom,  is  also 
exceptional  in  its  character.  This  arises  from  the  fact  that 
the  Isle  of  Wight  is  a  place  of  health  resort  and  that  visitors 
are  attracted  to  it  in  large  numbers  by  reason  of  its  insularity 
and  the  beauty  of  its  scenery.  Many  of  these,  who  are 
town  dwellers,  avcid  the  uiban  watering-places  and  seek 
lodgings  in  the  less  conventional  rural  parts  of  the  Island. 
Villages  upon  the  coast,  therefore,  gradually  assume  a  semi- 
urban  character  as  the  number  of  visitors  to  them  increase  ; 
and  the  future  of  these  places,  destined  to  become  towns, 
will  largely  depend  upon  the  thoroughness  with  which  you 
exercise  your  jurisdiction  over  them.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  towns  necessarily  overflow  into  your  District,  and 
although  the  selfish  action  of  the  urban  authorities  does  not 
encourage  you  to  do  so,  you  have  to  perform  your  duty  to 
these  suburban  communities,  some  of  which  have  been 
deliberately  formed  outside  the  urban  boundaries.  Conse¬ 
quently  you  require  far  larger  powers  than  the  Public 
Health  Act  confers  upon  the  authorities  of  rural  districts 
proper.  You  require  powers  to  deal  with  new  streets,  their 
side-walks  and  their  roadways,  and  their  lighting  ;  to  regu¬ 
late  bathing  machines  and  hackney  carriages ;  to  license 
slaughter-houses ;  and  to  piovide  generally  for  the  rate¬ 
payers  of  your  District  resident  in  such  places  the 
conveniences  and  facilities  under  the  Sanitary  Law  which 
they  would  possess  in  an  urban  district  administered  in  an 
enlightened  and  progressive  manner.  Already  powers  have 
been  obtained  for  scavenging  the  more  populous  places,  and 
during  the  past  year  regulations  for  hackney  carriages  at 
Totland  Bay  have  been  framed  and  approved  after  power  to 
make  them  was  granted.  Similar  regulations  are  urgently 
needed  at  Freshwater  Bay.  There  is  apparently  no  reason 
why  all  the  requirements  of  your  District  should  not  be  met, 
or  why  your  administration  should  not  be  as  effective  for 
good  in  the  several  localities  under  your  charge  as  though 
you  were  an  urban  district  formed  by  Sec.  25  Sub.  sec.  5  and 
6  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894.  Rural  District 
Councils  possess  such  powers  of  Urban  Sanitary  Authorities 
undei  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  any  other  Act  as  the  Local 
Government  Board  by  general  order  direct ;  and  the  power 
to  make  such  general  orders  is  in  addition  to  and  not  in  sub¬ 
stitution  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Board  by  Sec  276. 
P.H.A.,  1875. 


The  Act  above  referred  to,  the  Local  Government  Act  (56  Sanitary 
and  57  Viet.,  Cap.  73),  which  has  established  Parish  Conn-  Mahon 
oils  and  Parish  Meetings  throughout  rural  England  and 
Wales,  and  to  which  you  owe  your  existence  as  a  Rural 


Leg- 


32 


The  Local 

Government 

Act. 


Isolation 
Hospitals  Act 


District  Council,  was  the  only  measure  bearing  upon  sanita¬ 
tion  in  your  District,  enacted  by  the  Legislature  in  1894. 
The  Isolation  Hospitals  Act  (56  and  57  Viet.,  Cap.  68)  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned  received  the  Royal  assent  on  December 
2 1  st,  1893. 

The  Local  Government  Act  must  have  an  important  influ¬ 
ence  upon  sanitation  in  rural  districts  if  only  by  educating 
the  rural  communities,  and  by  bringing  every  elector  in  the 
rural  parishes  face  to  face  with  the  sanitary  questions  which 
affect  his  well-being.  The  leading  features  of  the  Act  are,  of 
course,  so  familiar  to  you  that  I  need  only  remind  you  that 
it  transfers  to  you  all  the  powers,  duties,  and  liabilities  of  the 
Kuia!  Sanitary  Authority,  and  that,  as  I  have  already  pointed 
out,  it  centers  upon  you  such  powers,  duties  and  liabilities  of 
urban  sanitary  authorities  under  the  Public  Health  Act  or 
any  other  Act  as  the  Local  Government  Board  by  general 
order  direct.  The  Parish  Council ,  as  you  know,  have  power 
to  make  complaint  or  representation  as  to  unhealthy 
dwellings  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ;  to  utilise  any 
well,  spring,  or  stream  within  the  Parish  for  purposes  of 
water  supply;  and  to  deal  with  any  pond,  pool,  open  ditch, 
drain,  or  place  containing,  or  used  for  the  coiled  ion  of,  any 
drainage,  filth,  stagnant  water  or  matter  likely  to  be  pre¬ 
judicial  to  health  by  draining,  cleansing,  correcting  it,  or 
otherwise  preventing  it  from  being  prejudicial  to  health. 
But  these  powers  do  not  relieve  the  District  Council  from 
its  obligations  with  respect  to  the  supply  of  water  or  the 
execution  of  sanitary  works.  Parish  Meetings  may  discuss 
parish  affairs  and  pass  resolutions  thereon.  A  most  valuable 
provision.  Where  there  is  no  parish  council  a  parish 
meeting  may  apply  to  the  County  Council  to  confer  on  it  any 
powers  conferred  on  the  parish  councils  by  the  Act.  The 
parish  council  or,  where  no  council  exists,  the  parish 
meeting  may  complain  to  the  County  Council  of  any  default 
of  the  District  Council. 

The  Isolation  Hospitals  Act  empowers  the  County 
Council  to  establish  an  isolation  hospital  on  the  application 
of  one  or  more  of  the  local  authorities  of  the  county,  or  by 
any  number  of  ratepayers,  not  less  than  2^  ,of  any  con¬ 
tributory  place,  to  constitute  a  hospital  district  ;  and  to  form 
a  committee,  who  shall  have  powers  of  acquiring  necessary 
land.  The  hospital  is  to  have  an  ambulance ;  additional 
accommodation  is  to  be  provided  in  cases  of  outbreak  of 
disease  ;  nurses  may  be  trained  ;  accommodation  of  excep¬ 
tional  character  may  be  provided  on  payment  for  it  ;  and 
provision  is  made  for  the  recovery  of  the  expenses  of  the 
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hospital  from  the  poor  law  Guardians  in  respect  of  paupers, 
and  from  the  local  authority  of  the  area  from  which  the 
patients  have  been  sent. 

The  Rural  Sanitary  \uthority  applied  to  the  Local  Private  Street 
Government  Board  to  permit  the  provisions  of  the  Private  Works  Act* 
Street  Works  Act,  1892,  to  apply  to  your  District*  and,  in 
reply  were  told  that  it  was  not  usual  to  grant  such  an  appli¬ 
cation  for  the  whole  of  a  rural  district,  but  the  Board  would 
consider  any  application  which  may  be  made  in  respect  of 
any  particular  private  streets  or  parts  of  such  streets.  The 
object  of  the  Authority  was  to  meet  the  case  of  streets  laid 
out  originally  in  connection  with  building  estates  and  which 
were  not  in  proper  order.  Such  streets  were  those  annexed 
to  Shanklin  by  the  Gounty  Council. 


No  part  of  the  duty  of  a  sanitary  authority  is  of  greater 
importance  than  the  provision  of  water  supplies,  and  the  con¬ 
struction  and  maintenance  of  sewers.  A  large  amount  of 
time  was  devoted  by  your  predecessors  to  the  consideration 
of  these  subjects  in  1894. 


Water  supply 
and  Sewerage. 


The  drinking  water  of  your  District  is  obtained  in  part,  WaterSupply. 
unfortunately,  from  streams,  and  in  part  from  springs  which 
bubble  to  the  surface  simply,  from  springs  at  the  heads  of 
streams,  from  deep  and  surface  wells,  from  subsoil  drainage, 
from  adits  driven  horizontally  into  perpendicular  rocks,  and 
from  the  roofs  of  dwellings  and  outhouses,  the  rainwater 
collected  being  passed  through  filters  before  it  is  stored  in 
tanks. 

In  a  highly  cultivated  district  such  as  yours  is  it  is  im-  Streams, 
possible  to  maintain  the  purity  of  stream  or  river  waters  at  a 
sufficiently  high  standard  to  render  them  safe  for  drinking. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  stated  that 

“  crude  sewage  mixed  with  the  water  which,  after 
filtration,  is  supplied  to  Lake  and  Gatten.  Crude 
sewage  passes  into  the  Eastern  Yar,  from  which  a 
number  of  people  living  on  its  banks  drink,  and  into 
both  branches  of  the  Caulbourne,  from  which  several 
cottages  are  supplied,  and  from  which  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Calbourne,  many  of  those  at  Newbridge, 
and  nearly  all  the  population  of  Shalfleet  drink.  Human 
excrement  passes  also  into  the  Shorwell  and  Brighstone 
streams  which  supply  a  large  number  of  persons  with 
water  for  drinking.” 
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I  may  have  added  and  into  the  Lukely,  from  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Carisbrooke,  Gunville,  and  Parkhurst  are 
supplie<]  from  the  Newport  Waterworks. 

“  This  is  a  matter  which  deeply  concerns  you,  and 
although  you  have  never  taken  legal  action  with  a  view 
to  prevent  pollution  of  streams,  you  have  continued  to 
make  effort,  and  you  have  need  to  do  so,  to  safeguard 
the  public  health  against  the  dangers  associated  with 
drinking  impure  water,  more  especially  by  providing 
independent  supplies.” 

1  he  Committee  of  the  County  Council  who  commented 
upon  these  remarks  were  evidently  not  aware  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  which  obtain  in  rural  districts  or  of  the  unworkable 
nature  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act.  I  merely 
stated  facts.  I  did  not  suggest  that  the  streams  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight  could  be  rendered  pure  enough  to  drink  from  by 
the  action  of  any  sanitary  authority,  but  rather  pointed  to 
the  remedy  which  lies  in  the  provision  of  independent  water 
supplies.  It  is,  however,  the  duty  of  sanitary  authorities 
to  make  even  effort  to  minimise  the  danger,  and  after  my 
report  was  written  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
took  action  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876, 
against  persons  who  polluted  the  stream  at  Wroxall.  The 
Clerk,  I  believe,  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  the 
necessary  forms,  and  when  seeking  them  was  referred  from 
one  government  department  to  another,  which  is  sufficient 
evidence  that  proceedings  have  rarely  been  taken  under  this 
Act.  The  prosecution  was  not  pursued.  During  the  past 
year  I  have  made  it  my  business  to  examine  very  carefully 
the  subject  of  the  pollution  of  the  streams  of  your  District. 
Although  much  less  sewage  passes  into  them  than  formerly, 
and  although  a  great  deal  may  yet  be  done  to  prevent  human 
excrement  finding  its  way  to  the  water  courses,  I  believe 
it  is  not  practicable  to  render  the  streams  of  the  Island  safe 
sources  of  supply  of  drinking  water.  Many  farmyards  are 
placed  upon  their  banks  and  after  heavy  rains  their  sewage 
passes  into  them.  They  are  the  natural  drains  of  the 
country  which  must  receive  the  storm  waters  and  with  them 
any  filth  they  have  gathered  in  their  passage  through  ditches 
and  over  highways  and  heavily  manured  land. 

Attention  has  been  called  during  the  year  to  the  import¬ 
ance  of  dipholes  over  springs  which  reach  the  surface,  es¬ 
pecially  at  the  junction  of  the  Chalk  with  the  Tertiary  Strata, 
being  protected  from  pollution,  The  houses  in  Castle  Street, 
Carisbrooke,  are  so  supplied.  Many  of  the  villages  of  your 
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District  are  placed  on  the  banks  of  streams,  the  springs  at 

e  heads  of  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  made  sources  of 
independent  water  supply. 

i  ^r‘  ^  odrington,  F.G.S.,  held  an  Enquiry  on  Brighstone 

letialt  or  the  Local  Government  Board,  as  the  result  of  an  WaterSupply. 
application  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  for  sanction  to 
borrow  £  7oo  for  purposes  of  water  supply  at  Brighstone. 

;  s  there  were  difficulties  about  milling  rights,  it  was  resolved 
to  intercept  the  water  in  the  rock,  on  its  way  to  the  Buddie 
ole  spring,  at  the  head  of  the  stream  which  flows  through 
t  e  vi  age  of  Brighstone.  I  he  application  was  granted,  but 
as  the  undertaking  appeared  to  be  too  speculative,  it  was 
agreed  to  pay  the  I  rustees  ^5  per  annum,  or  a  capital  sum 
representing  that  amount,  in  discharge  of  their  claim  ;  but 
as  they  wished  to  limit  the  area  of  distribution,  the  Authority 
resolved  to  proceed.  The  contract  is  let  and  the  work  is  in 
progress.  A  reservoir  is  being  built  to  collect  the  water  of. 
the  spring,  from  which  it  will  be  led  to  the  village.  The 

1  rustees  are  now  willing  to  accept  the  sum  offered  without 
reservation. 

•  vr  Tul'°f  a  Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  held  Wroxall 
in  1  larch  by  Col.  Ducat,  C.E.,  sanction  was  given  to  borrow  Water Supply. 
T/f  S0  l°r  purposes  of  water  supply  at  Wroxall.  On  account 
of  the  obstacles  and  delays  of  the  Solicitors  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  owners  of  the  proposed  source  of  supply  it  was  aban¬ 
doned,  after  the  contract  for  the  work  was  let.  Another  site 
or  the  reservoir  has  been  chosen  which  is  more  eligible 
inasmuch  as  the  supply  of  water  is  likely  to  be  greater.  ° 

Water  has  been  laid  on  during  the  year  to  many  houses  in  Freshwater 
freshwater  from  the  Freshwater  Waterworks.  The  water  WaterSuPply. 
mam  has  been  continued  to  Yarmouth,  and  several  houses 
there  have  been  already  supplied. 

for  fully  fifteen  years  it  has  been  in  contemplation  to  Tinkers  Lane 
supply  the  hamlet  of  Tinkers  Lane  with  water  from  a  sprint  WaterSuPPly. 
m  Ruffins  Copse.  In  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  my  last  Annual  Report,  it  was  stated _ 

The  I  arcchial  Committee  are  still  engaged  in  con¬ 
sidering  the  question  of  Tinkers  Lane  water  supply,  and 
are  m  correspondence  with  the  agents  of  the  property 
with  regard  to  terms.  The  Committee  make  no  recom¬ 
mendation.” 

Perhaps,  the  Council  will  permit  me  to  remind  them  it  is 


Gunville 
Water  Supply. 


The  water? 
mains  which 
belong  to  the 
Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  Council. 


Wells. 


tf  the  duty  of  every  rural  sanitary  authority  ...  to 
see  that  every  occupied  dwellinghouse  within  their 
district  has  an  available  supply  of  wholesome  water,” 
and  make  to  them  the  recommendation  to  attend  to  this  duty 
themselves. 


Geneial  Crczier,  R  E.,  held  an  Enquiry  at  Carisbrooke  in 
August,  on  behalf  of  the  Eocal  Government  Foard,  the  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority  having  applied  for  leave  to  borrow  ^400 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  Gunville  water  main  from 
the  Corporation  of  Newport.  The  Enquiry  was  a  very  in¬ 
structive  one,  as  it  brought  out  clearly  what  were  the  kinds  # 
and  sizes  of  pipes  which  should  be  used  by  a  sanitary  au¬ 
thority  for  the  supply  of  water  to  their  district,  and  pointed 
to  the  neglect  of  their  duties  by  some  authorities,  who  do  not 
see  to  it  that  water  pipes  are  tested  by  hydraulic  pressure  as 
they  are  laid.  Although  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
matter  at  the  time.  I  fear  this  duty  has  been  in  some  measure 
neglected  in  your  District  in  the  past.  Leave  to  borrow'  was, 
at  first,  given,  and  then  withheld  until  the  Newport  Town 
Council  have  provided  a  more  wholesome  water  supply. 


Although  several  places  in  your  District  have  independent 
water  supplies,  the  only  water  mains  at  present  vested  in  you 
are  those  of  Binstead  and  Elorsebridge  Hill,  and  it  is  a  grave 
reflection  upon  those  who  1  ave  exercised  sanitary  jurisdic¬ 
tion  in  your  District  to  say  so.  It  is  incumbent  upon  \ou 
to  see  that  these  mains,  including  the  dead  ends,  are  periodi¬ 
cally  flushed,  and  that  any  reservoirs  writh  which  they  are 
connected  are  cleansed,  at  least,  once  a  year.  In  December 
the  reservoir  at  Horsebridge  Hill  was  cleaned  out  and  lime- 
whited,  and  the  water-main  was  flushed.  Air  valves  should 
be  placed  where  necessary.  As  you  are,  and  will  be,  laying 
water-pipes,  I  beg  to  point  out  to  you  how  important  it  is  to 
test  them  and  their  joints,  which  should  be  properly  leaded, 
by  hydraulic  pressure.  Your  supplies  are  not  likely  to  be 
intermittent,  and  the  danger  from  a  crack  in  a  pipe  or  a 
defective  joint  may  not  be  so  dangerous,  therefore  ;  but  your 
work  should  be  properly  done,  and  every  possible  risk  to  the 
public  health  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  provided  against. 


In  your  District  wells  are  the  chief  sources  of  water 
supply.  Many  of  them  are  surface  wells  indifferently  pro¬ 
tected  from  soakage,  and  the  majority  of  deep  wells  are  not 
as  efficiently  protected  as  they  should  be,  One.  element  of 
danger  is  the  absence  of  pumps.  Almost  universally  the 
cottages  in  the  villages  have  dip  wells.  During  the  past 
year,  as  in  previous  years,  several  wells  were  reconstructed 
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and  others  were  better  protected  by  raising  their  heads  above 
the  surface  and  clay  puddling.  When  it  is  impracticable  to 
give  an  independent  supply  to  villages  by  leading  water  from 
a  spring  in  pipes,  efforts  should  be  made  to  provide  a  public 
well.  This  has  been  in  contemplation  for  several  years  in 
connection  with  some  of  the  villages  of  your  District,  and  in 
two  instances  public  wells  have  been  provided  during  the 
year  under  review,  the  one  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  the 
other  by  a  private  owner. 

The  well  which  your  predecessors  caused  to  be  sunk  to  the  Newtown 
Bembridge  i  milestone  at  Newtown  has  been  completed  and  a  Water  Supply 
pump  has  been  lixed.  The  manner  in  which  this  under¬ 
taking  was  carried  through  is  admonitory.  The  Authority 
who  Were  responsible,  instead  of  undertaking  this  simple 
Work,  practically  left  the  matter  to  the  Calbourne  Parochial 
Committee.  Tne  approximate  depth  of  the  water-bearing 
stratuai  beneath  the  surface  is  very  well  known  to  those 
having  a  knowledge  of  the  geology  of  the  district,  it 
extends  for  miles  each  side  of  Newtown,  and  it  was  unimportant 
as  regards  obtaining  water  where  the  well  was  sunk.  A 
water  diviner  chose  the  site  for  tne  Committee,  and  gave 
them  his  idea  of  the  necessary  deptu  of  tne  well.  The 
calculations  were  eased  upon  this  opinion,  and  the  Authority 
accepted  the  recommendations  of  tne  Committee,  who 
requested  that  a  loan  snoald  be  obtained  for  the  work.  But 
in  place  of  obtaining  tender?  for  a  well  of  Soft.,  or  for  a  well 
of  a  certain  depth  with  a  bore  to  8 oft.,  a  contract  was  let  for 
sinking  a  well  of  uncertain  depth,  bat  waicu  it  was  supposed 
would  reach  tne  water  at  30ft.  or  40ft.  from  the  sarface.  No 
estimate  of  the  cost  was  made,  and  consequently  no  loan 
could  be  appned  for  or  precept  issued.  The  result  was  that 
the  £no,  or  part  of  it,  which  the  amount  for  tne  well  and 
pump  amounted  to,  was  paid  out  of  the  general  rate  and  not 
out  of  the  separate  rate  of  the  contributory  place,  tne  Parisn 
of  Calbourne.  You  have  sued  the  overseers  of  the  parish  for 
the  amount,  but  they  were  held  to  be  not  liable. 

The  Sanitary  Authority  were  responsible  all  the  way 
through.  They  neglected  their  duty  by  thtir  indifference 
and  by  delegating  to  a  parochial  committee  work  which  they 
should  have  done  themselves  with  the  aid  of  skilled  advice. 

For  many  years  the  need  of  a  wholesome  water  supply  for  Water  Supply 
Five-houses  has  been  pointed  out.  Tnis  hamlet  is  situated  of  Five-houses 
on  the  clay  just  south  of  the  outcrop  of  the  Bembridge 
Limestone.  i'he  owner  ol  the  property  resolved  to  give  the 
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people  a  water  supply  if  it  could  be  obtained.  It  was  certain 
that  abundant  water  could  be  found  by  sinking  anywhere 
north  of  the  outcrop  of  the  Limestone.  The  advice  of  a 
water  diviner  was  sought  who  fixed  the  site  of  a  well  south  of 
the  hamlet.  After  throwing  away  money  by  digging  in  the 
clay  to  a  considerable  depth  at  this  spot,  a  well  was  made 
south  of  the  outcrop  and  a  pump  fixed.  The  people  of  Five- 
houses  and  the  cottages  adjacent  who  were  dependent  upon 
rainwater  indifferently  stored,  have  now  an  abundance  of 
wholesome  water  within  a  reasonable  distance. 

A  scheme  was  proposed  for  supplying  Newbridge  and  other 
places  in  the  neighbourhood  with  water  from  the  Chalk 
at  Calbourne.  The  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  determined  to 
supply  each  place  separately,  and  since  1890  they  have 
endeavoured  to  arrange  to  lead  water  from  the  summit  of  the 
hill  where  there  are  wells  which  reach  the  Bembridge 
Limestone,  to  those  parts  of  the  village  supplied  from  the 
polluted  stream.  The  opposition  of  the  owners  of  the 
wells  and  of  the  Shalfleet  Parochial  Committee  rendered 
these  efforts  nugatory,  and  during  the  year  they  were 
abandoned  and  the  proposal  to  bring  the  water  from  the 
Chalk  at  Shalcomue  was  considered,  but  no  decision  has  yet 
been  come  to.  The  obvious  observation  is,  it  would  be 
desirable  if  a  scheme  involving  the  necessary  outlay  be 
adopted  that  it  should  be  made  available  for  the  supply  of 
other  places,  and  should  be  borne  by  a  larger  rateable  value 
than  that  of  the  parish  of  Calbourne. 

The  Committee  of  the  Authority  who  visited  Shalfleet  in 
1890  recommended  that  a  well  should  be  sunk  and  bored  to 
the  Bembridge  Limestone  for  the  supply  of  drinking  water 
to  that  village,  the  inhabitants  of  which  drink  from  the 
stream.  This  subject  did  not  occupy  the  attention  of  your 
predecessors  during  the  year,  probablv  because  it  was  referred 
to  the  Shalfleet  Parochial  Committee  in  1891. 

In  some  parts  of  your  District  subsoil  water  issuing  from 
drain  pipes  is  collected  for  drinking.  So  far  as  I  know  there 
has  been  no  increased  use  of  this  source  of  supply  during  the 
year,  but  it  would  as  a  rule  be  safer  far  to  drink  subsoil  water 
than  the  water  of  streams. 

Adits  driven  into  the  Upper  Greensand  above  the  Gault 
lurnish  good  supplies  of  water.  During  the  year  there  has 
been  an  extension  of  this  means  of  supply  to  cottages  at 
St.  Lawrence. 
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Rainwater  is  largely  used  as  a  domestic  supply  in  your  Rainwater 
District,  particularly  in  the  clay  district  north  of  the  Chalk,  Supplies, 
and  houses  are  certified  with  it  when  wholesome  underground 
water  cannot  be  obtained,  if  the  storage  tank  is  sufficiently 
large,  and  if  the  water  is  filtered  before  it  enters  the  tank. 
Rainwater  is  inferior  to  underground  water  for  drinking 
because  it  does  not  contain  lime  and  other  salts  which  are 
necessary  to  the  body.  As  enquiries  are  frequently  made 
about  the  filter,  I  will  copy  from  a  former  report  a  description 
of  the  mode  of  storage  of  rainwater  which  is  required  in  your 
District :  — 

“  All  rainwater  to  be  used  for  drinking  must  be 
filtered  before  it  is  stored  in  a  water-tight  tank.  If  the 
storage  tank  be  placed  under  ground,  the  rainwater 
must  be  delivered  first  into  a  catchpit  of  sufficient 
capacity,  from  which  an  overflow  pipe  should  lead  it 
into  a  filter,  from  which  it  passes  into  a  tank.  The  filter 
must  be  water-tight  and  of  sufficient  capacity.  It  is  to 
be  constructed  like  a  4  mid-feather  ’  or  ‘  dipstone  ’  trap, 
the  slate  or  dipstone  being  placed  in  the  middle  and 
reaching  to  within  about  i-^in.  from  the  bottom.  Near 
the  top  of  the  farther,  or  tank  division  of  the  filter,  a 
discharge  pipe  leading  into  the  tank  is  placed  A 'con¬ 
venient  size  for  the  smallest  filter  used  is  i8in.  by  i8in. 
by  8in.  inside  measurement,  which  admits  of  a  pin.  slate 
being  used  for  the  division.  To  charge  the  filter  place 
at  the  bottom  jin.  or  well  washed  sharp  sand  ;  above 
this  place  in  each  division  a  layer  jin.  thick  of  clean 
road  grit,  then  2in.  of  clean  pea  gravel,  then  2in.  of 
hazel  nut  gravel,  then  jin.,  or  more,  of  larger  gravel 
well  washed.  If  the  tank  be  above  ground  a  substitute 
for  the  catchpit  must  be  constructed.  The  filter  is  to 
be  covered  with  a  stone  or  other  cover,  so  fixed,  but  not 
fastened  down,  that  water  cannot  reach  it  from  the 
surface  aud  that  it  may  readily  be  raised.  The  catchpit 
will  require  to  be  cleansed  once  a  month  or  oftener,  and 
the  contents  of  the  filter  to  be  renewed  once  in  six 
months  or  oftener.  The  storage  tank  must  be 
sufficiently  capacious  to  contain  ad  the  water  which 
passes  through  the  filter.  A  circular  tank  7ft.  in 
diameter  and  9ft.  deep  will  hold  about  2,000  gallons.” 

The  ‘  ‘  wholesome  water  ”  which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  wholesome 
rural  sanitary  authority  to  see  every  occupied  house  in  their  Water, 
district  provided  with  (P.H.  (Water)  A.  1878  Sec.  3)  is  by 
some  suppose;!  to  be  water  which  is  chemically  pure.  The 
millpond  water  which  gave  the  people  of  Newport  enteric 
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Chemical 

Analysis. 


fever  was,  in  the  view  of  the  chemists,  a  good  drinking  water 
and  free  from  impurity.  Water  taken  in  your  District  from 
a  well  fed  by  a  stream  over  which  privies  are  placed  and 
which  receives  the  overflows  of  cesspits  and  farmyard  drain¬ 
age,  was  pronounced  by  the  chemists  who  examined  it,  a 
pure  water  and  fit  to  drink,  but  it  caused  deaths  from  enteric 
fever.  The  water  of  wells  sunk  in  beds  of  gravel  into  which 
the  contents  of  leaking  cesspits  soak,  or  in  broken  ground 
which  receives  the  sewage  of  a  village,  cannot  be  said  to  be 
wholesome  whatever  its  chemical  character  may  be.  Such 
water  does  not  answer  to  the  sanitary  test.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  I  declined  to  certify  water  as  a  wholesome  supply 
for  a  new  house  which  did  not  answer  to  the  sanitary  test. 
Although  strictly  speaking  it  does  not  form  part  of  the  history 
oftheyearl  may  refer  to  the  fact  that  you  were  guided  entirely  by 
chemists  in  judging  of  the  wholesomeness  of  the  water  in 
question. 

As  I  have  said  in  former  annual  reports,  chemical  analysis 
will  prove  the  presenco  of  impurity  in  water  but  it  will  not 
prove  its  absence.  Chemical  analysis  is  a  confirmatory  test 
of  the  wholesomeness  of  water,  it  is  not  the  test.  The  true 
test  is  the  source  of  supply  and  its  surroundings.  And  yet  it 
would  seem  that  chemical  analysis  is  actually  regarded  as  a 
sort  of  fetish  in  this  matter.  Anoth  _r  extraordinary  error  is 
that  one  chemist  will  give  a  different  account  of  the  com¬ 
position  of  a  sample  of  water  from  another.  It  would  be  as 
sensible  to  say  that  given  a  bag  containing  silver,  gold  and 
copper  coins,  people  who  were  able  to  count  and  who  could 
appreciate  the  difference  between  silver,  gold  anti  copper,  • 
would  give  different  accounts  of  the  contents  of  the  bag. 
One  chemist  can  weigh  or  calculate  the  constituents  of  a 
sample  of  water  as  well  as  another.  The  possible  difference 
consists  in  the  inferences  drawn  from  the  composition  of  the 
sample.  No  chemist  has  a  right  to  advise  a  sanitary 
authority  that  a  given  water  is  wholesome,  if  he  does  not 
know  all  about  the  source  from  which  it  is  drawn.  Water  of 
a  certain  composition  from  one  locality  would  be  suspected, 
whereas  if  it  came  from  another  locality  n  )  suspicion  would 
attach  to  it.  Bye-laws  will  be  a  great  protection  to  the 
public  health  in  your  District  as  regar  Is  water  supply  ;  but 
hitherto  it  has  been  an  insult  to  common  sense,  a  contempt 
of  preventive  medicine,  and  a  trifling  with  the  public  health 
to  certify  water  liable  to  contamination  as  wholesome 
because  at  the  moment  it  is  chemically  pure. 


Sewerage. 


In  populous  places  in  your  District  there  is  often  a  con¬ 
dition  of  things  inimical  to  the  health  of  the  community 
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which  cannot  be  properly  met  but  by  the  provision  of  sewers, 
a  duty  imposed  upon  the  Sanitary  Authority  by  Sec.  15 
P.H.A.,  1875.  Sec.  19,  P.H.A.,  1875,  requires  the  local 
authority  to  ventilate  their  sewers,  and  to  keep  them  so  as  not 
to  be  a  nuisance  or  injurious  to  health,  and  to  cleanse  and 
empty  them.  To  tuese  duties  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
gave  much  time  and  attention  in  1894. 

The  sewering  of  Totland  Bay  was  completed  i:i  the  Totland  Bay 
Autumn,  but  all  the  house  connections  have  not  yet  been  Sewer, 
made,  and  the  arrangements  for  flushing  are  not  finished. 

As  the  sewer  is  ventilated  on  the  level  there  are  complaints 
of  nuisance  arising  from  it.  It  will  be  necessary  to  make 
provision  for  flushing  every  branch  and  dead  end. 

The  War  Department  have  constructed  a  sewer  to  drain  Colwell  Bay 
Gol  len  Hull  Port,  which  will  be  of  service  to  that  district,  as  Sewer, 
by  the  arrangements  with  the  owners  of  the  land  through 
which  it  pisses  it  will  be  available  for  the  drainage  of  houses 
to  be  built  there.  The  sewer  discharges  into  the  Solent 
short  of  low  water  mirk.  Before  it  was  made  your  pre¬ 
decessors  c  cnplained  1 1  the  Department,  and  were  assured 
t hat  careful  experiments  went  to  prove  no  injury  to  the  shore 
would  arise.  Puis  is  shown  not  to  be  correct,  and  you  have 
appealed  to  the  Local  Go\  eminent  Board  in  the  matter. 
Government  establishments  are  outside  the  jurisdiction  of 
local  authorities  but  the  Departments  with  which  they  are 
connected  are  particularly  active  in  their  interference  with 
local  authorities,  as  was  evidenced  with  respect  to  the 
Totland  Bay  sewer.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  the  War 
Department  will  not  continue  the  Colwell  sewer  to  below 
low  water  mark  if  only  in  deference  to  your  wishes,  but  it  wii! 
be  your  duty  to  insist  that  the  work  be  not  delayed  as  there 
must  be  no  risk  of  detriment  to  such  an  important  watering 
place  as  Totland  Bay  or  to  Colwell  Bay  to  which  visitors  are 
resorting  in  greater  numbers  every  year. 

The  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  pledged  themselves  to  the  Freshwater 
Local  Government  Board  to  sewer  Freshwater.  An  engineer  sewer, 
has  been  engaged  and  the  opinion  of  Sir  Douglas  Gabon 
obtained.  The  latest  proposal  is  to  omit  Norton  from  the 
scheme  alt  >gether,  and  to  keep  Norton  Green  outside  it. 

The  necessity  of  sewering  Norton  is  not  pressing  at  the 
mo  nent ;  b  it  it  is  essential  to  se  ver  Norton  Green.  It  is 
propise  1  either  to  treat  the  sewige  chemically  and  discharge 
the  end  lent  i  ito  the  estuary,  or  to  filter  it  before  it  is  dis¬ 
charge  i.  If  with  a  clay  subsoil  the  sewage  can  be  filtered, 


42 


Bembridge 

Sewer. 


Lowtherville 
and  Lake 
Sewers. 


Carisbrooke 

Sewer. 


Haylands 

Sewer. 


but  by  means  of  larger  and  more  efficient  filtering  beds  than 
at  Brading,  it  will  be  by  far  the  most  economical  plan. 

Your  predecessors  engiged  an  engineer  to  sewer  the  Lane 
End  district  of  Bembridge,  which  has  become  a  necessity. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  principal  landowner, 
who  engages  to  pay  a  certain  proportion  of  the  annual  charge 
of  the  loan,  his  contribution  being  reduced  m  proportion  to 
the  rateable  value  of  the  houses  built  on  his  land. 

The  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  adopted  plans  for  the 
sewerage  of  Lowtherville  and  of  Lake,  but  by  the  intervention 
of  the  County  Council  both  these  places  have  been  removed 
from  your  District. 

The  same  Authority  instructed  the  engineer  employed  at 
the  new  sewage  works  at  Newport  to  prepare  plans  for 
sewering  the  village  of  Carisbrooke,  and  very  elaborate  plans 
for  sewers  in  a  much  larger  district  than  was  contemplated 
have  been  presented  to  you  It  is  intended  to  discharge 
the  Carisbrooke  sewage  into  the  Newport  sewers.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  be  very  careful  to  adjust  the  expenditure  for 
sewerage  at  Carisbrooke  to  the  rateable  value  of  the 
agricultural  parish. 

The  new  Sewer  at  Haylands  claimed  frequent  attention 
during  the  year.  The  history  of  this  undertaking  is  appa¬ 
rently  not  known  to  some  of  the  members  of  the  Rural 
District  Council.  Haylands  is  a  district  of  small  houses,  for 
the  most  part,  placed  upon  the  slopes  and  summit  of  a  ridge 
which  runs  north  and  south.  As  so  otten  happens  in  con¬ 
nection  with  building  speculations  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
towns,  drains  were  made  on  private  land  without  any  control 
being  exercised.  The  drains  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge  and 
on  its  eastern  slope,  connected  ultimately  with  the  Ryde 
s  \  stem.  As  regards  the  drainage  of  the  western  s’ope  of  the 
ridge,  it  was  in  contemplation,  many  years  ago,  to  carry  a 
sewer  beneath  the  ridge  to  connect  also  with  the  Ryde  sewer, 
and  plans  and  specifications  were  prepared  to  this  end  ;  but 
the  less  expensive  scheme  of  a  sewer  to  discharge  into  cess¬ 
pits  at  the  western  foot  of  the  ridge  was  adopted.  This 
sewer  met  the  exigencies  of  the  moment,  but  the  cesspits 
proving  a  continuing  nuisance,  and  as  it  was  necessary  to  lay 
down  sewers  in  neigbouring  roads,  your  predecessors  reverted 
to  the  original  scheme  of  tunneling  beneath  the  ridge,  plans 
for  which  had  been  paid  for  and  were  in  their  possession. 
The  Parochial  Committee  recommended  the  Authority  to 
carry  out  these  plans.  Two  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
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mittee,  who  were  also  members  of  the  Authority,  took  a 
different  view,  and  the  Authority,  adopting  their  advice,  in¬ 
structed  another  engineer.  There  was  a  good  fall  for  the 
sewer,  but  in  order  to  lessen  the  length  of  the  tunnel,  appa¬ 
rently,  the  engineer  employed  made  the  gradient  very  small 
in  many  hundred  feet,  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  lay 
the  sewer  in  the  tunnel  with  the  greatest  possible  care.  But 
just  as  the  most  ci iti cal  point  was  reached,  the  contractor 
discharged  his  foreman  and  other  men  employed  on  the 
work.  When  the  sewer  was  completed  it  was  discovered  it 
had  a  slight  backfall  in  sixteen  hundred  feet  beneath  the 
hill.  The  majority  of  the  Parochial  Committee  protested  that 
their  recommendations  were  not  followed,  and  that  a  portion 
of  the  sewer  deviated  from  the  plan.  The  Authority  em¬ 
ployed  an  independent  engineer  to  inspect  the  sewer  and  he 
reported  that  the  level  portion  of  the  sewer  contained  stag¬ 
nant  sewage.  The  Authority  determined,  accordingly,  to 
reconstruct  a  part  of  it,  and  leave  to  borrow  an  additional 
sum  of  ^245  for  this  purpose  was  applied  for.  Col. 
ilalstead,  C.E.,  held  an  Enquiry,  after  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  informed  the  Authority  that  the  sewer 
was  not  laid  in  accordance  with  the  plan  submitted  to  them, 
that  it  was  carelessly  laid,  and  that  in  consequence,  among 
other  defects,  there  was,  practically,  for  a  considerable  dis¬ 
tance,  no  outfall  at  all  in  it,  and  called  upon  them  to  remedy  , 
the  defect  complained  of  forthwith.  To  add  to  the  compli¬ 
cation,  the  overseers  ignored  the  precept  issued  to  meet  part 
of  the  cost.  The  Authority  prosecuted  an  owner  for  not 
obeying  their  order  to  connect  his  houses  with  the  sewer, 
and  the  justices  upheld  his  objections  The  Authority  deter¬ 
mined  to  endeavour  to  force  the  sewage  through  the  level 
part  of  the  sewer  by  means  of  an  automatic  flushing  tank, 
but  the  Ryde  Corporation  refused  to  furnish  water  for  its 
supply  At  the  beginning  of  last  year,  therefore,  they 
adapted  a  penstock  to  the  sewer,  by  means  of  which  the 
sewage  is  blocked  and  suddenly  released  This  has  worked 
fairly  well,  but  as  few  houses  are  connected  the  amount  of 
sewage  available  for  flushing  is  small.  A  report  and  recom¬ 
mendations  from  the  engineer  who  prepared  the  first  plans, 
and  whose  employment  the  Parochial  Committee  recom¬ 
mended,  is  now  being  sought. 


The  obligation  under  Sec.  19,  P.H.A.,  1 875,  to  cleanse  Flushing 
and  empty  sewers  has  been  attended  to  in  a  measure,  and  Sewers, 
from  time  to  time,  the  Haylands  sewer  has  been  specially 
flushed. 


The  Authority  considered  their  former  resolution  that  — 

“Plans  of  all  sewers  in  the  Authority’s  District  should 
be  made,  and  tracings  made  for  the  use  of  the  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Inspectors.” 

The  Clerk  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  contractor*  who 
made  the  different  sewers,  and  to  the  parochial  committees 
of  the  parishes  in  which  sewers  are  situated,  to  enquire  if  the 
original  plans  were  still  in  existence. 

By  far  the  most  serious  incident  of  the  year,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  of  those  who  have  the  sanitary  well-being  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  at  heart,  was  a  transference  of  a  part  of  the  rateable 
value  of  your  Distiict  to  the  towns  ofSandown,  Shanklin,  and 
Ventnor.  The  County  Council  annexe  I  to  these  towns  rate¬ 
able  value  in  your  District  to  the  amount  of  £13,128,  namely, 
£4,820  from  the  parish  of  Brading  to  Sandown,  £4,730  to 
Shanklin — ,£1,735  in  the  parish  of  Shanklin  and  £2,994  from 
the  parish  of  Brading — £3,590  to  Ventnor — £1,096  in  the 
parish  of  Ventnor  and  £2,494  from  the  parish  of  Godshill. 
The  population  ordered  to  be  absorbed  from  your  District 
was  2,810,  namely,  1,355  by  Sundown  from  the  parish  of 
Brading,  820  by  Shanklin — 80  in  tUe  parish  of  Shanklin  and 
740  and  from  the  parish  of  Brading — 635  by  Ventnor— 270  in 
the  parish  of  Ventnor  and  365  fro  n  th  3  parish  of  Godshi'l. 
Pile  number  of  houses  in  the  districts  annexed  was  570, 
namely,  271  to  Sandown  from  Brading,  171  to  Shanklin— 23 
in  the  parish  of  Shanklin  and  148  from  the  pu  ish  of  Brading 
— and  128  to  Ventnor,  53  in  the  p  irish  of  Ventnor  and  75 
from  the  parish  of  Godshill. 

The  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  opposed  these  annexations 
and  appealed  to  the  Local  Government  Board  against  the 
additions  to  Shanklin  and  Ventnor.  As  legards  the  absorp¬ 
tion  of  Lowtherville,  the  great  majority  of  the  population  and 
owners  of  property  were  strongly  opposed  to  it,  and  only  one 
property  holder,  a  member  of  the  Ventnor  Local  Board, 
really  favoured  it.  The  Ventnor  Local  Board  opposed  it 
until  they  were  offered  the  valuable  district  of  Steephill  as  a 
make  weight  to  the  unprofitable  Lowtherville.  The  whole  of 
the  population  of  Steephill,  and  practically  all  the  owners  of 
property  there,  are  strongly  opposed  to  annexation  to 
Ventnor.  The  Local  Government  Board  confirmed  the 
County  Council  Order  as  regards  Lowtherville  and  Shanklin, 
but  the  Enquiry  respecting  Steephill  has  not  been  held.  The 
opposition  to  the  increase  of  Shanklin  was  partly  because  of 
rateable  value,  but  chiefly  because  the  portion  of  Brading 
proposed  to  be  annexed  formed  part  of  the  Special  Drainage 
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District  of  Lake.  The  Authority  had  been  inslumer.tal  in 
providing-  a  water  supply  for  Lake,  Gatten  and  Shank! in  in 
this  special  district  ;  the  Shanklin  part  was  also  sewered,  and 
it  was  of  urgent  necessity  to  sewer  Gatten  and  Lake;  but  the 
diminution  of  ^'3,000  rateable  value  would  have  made  the 
incidence  of  rating  required  for  the  undertaking  oppressive. 
The  opposition  to  the  annexation  of  a  part  of  the  parish  of 
Trading  to  San  down  was  mainlv  an  opposition  to  the  exten¬ 
sive  area  which  Saudown  sought.  The  County  Council 
directed  their  Surveyor  to  make  nut  a  proper  and  lair 
boundary  between  the  Local  Board  and  Rural  Districts, 
which  he  did.  drawing  the  boundary  along  the  ridge  of  the 
hill.  The  County  Council,  however,  gave  Sandown  all  it 
asked,  extending  the  boundary  to  Scotchell’s  Brook,  and 
including  a  considerable  amount  of  agricultural  land. 


With  the  exception  of  the  Shanklin  boundary,  the  General 
Purposes  Committee,  with  a  quorum  of  three,  to  whom  all 
the  powers  of  the  Council  were  conferred  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1894  into  operation, 
made  changes  in  your  District.  The  exigencies  of  the 
political  situation  have  given  the  representation  of  the  Rural 
District  upon  the  County  Council  very  largely  to  urban 
residents  on  the  coast.  It  was  the  opinion  of  your  prede¬ 
cessors  that  the  interests  of  their  District  were  not 
sufficiently  represented,  therefore,  in  the  changes  made  ;  and 
it  was  thought  it  would  not  have  been  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  the  Council  if  those  who  knew  the  Island  generally 
and  its  interests  and  requirements,  had  been  taken  into  con¬ 
sultation  in  connection  with  the  proposed  changes,  and 
especially  that  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  and  its  officials 
should  have  been  consulted.  The  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
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were  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  parish  of  Wootton  ought 
not  to  have  been  added  to  the  parish  of  Whippingham  with 
which  it  had  no  community  of  interests  ;  and  that  a  natural 
boundary  should  not  have  been  crossed  in  order  to  throw  a 
part  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  into  the  parish  of 
Northwood.  This  latter  change  affects  a  school  rather  than 
a  sanitary  interest,  however.  It  has  been  claimed  that  the 
changes  made  were  right  because  they  were  all  confirmed  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the*  Local  Government  Board  are  not  likely  t )  take  upon 
the  nselves  the  responsibility  of  interfering  with  the  action  of 
a  controlling  local  authority  unless  it  were  clearly  manifest 
the  public  well-being  was  being  seriously  jeooardised  as  by 
the  Order  to  constitute  Freshwater  a  Local  Board  District. 
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It  would  seem  that  the  interests  of  the  Inland  as  a  whole 
should  be  the  oi.ly  consideration,  for  notwithstanding  the 
rivalries  and  jealousies  of  the  watering  places  on  the  coast, 
the  prosperity  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  depends  upon  its  general 
sanitary  reputation.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  one  part  can 
be  benefited  at  the  expense  of  another,  or  that  the  Rural 
Sanitaiy  District  for  instance,  can  have  a  bad  sanitary  reputa¬ 
tion  without  the  whole  Island  suffering  in  outside  opinion. 
The  rateable  value  of  the  agricultural  districts  is  constantly 
diminishing,  while  that  of  the  towns  is  constantly  increasing. 
If  the  part  of  the  rateable  value  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District 
which  is  advancing*  in  value  is  annexed  to  the  towns,  the 
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difficulty  of  obtaining  sanitary  improvements  in  a  district  the 
lateable  value  of  the  agricultural  part  of  which  is  constantly 
diminishing,  is  greater.  And  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  if 
the  boundaries  of  the  towns  are  considerably'  extended,  as  at 
Sandown,  the  chance  of  any  increase  in  value  which  is 
obtained  by  the  extension  of  their  suburbs  is  gone.  For 
example,  the  rateable  value  of  a  farm  in  the  centre  of  your 
District  a  few  )ears  ago  was  ^700,  now  it  is  ^300,  and  on 
account  of  the  policy  which  appears  to  obtain  there  is  no 
compensation  in  the  end  for  this  diminishing  value. 

The  freedom  from  encumbrance  of  your  District  as  a 
whole  cannot  be  continued.  Already  you  have  decided  to 
build  an  isolation  hospital  which  should  be  as  good  of  the 
kind  as  can  be  obtained,  and  a  credit  to  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
A  threepenny  rate  upon  the  rateable  value  given  away  would 
more  than  provide  for  a  Ran  of  ^2,000  ;  and  the  fear  is  that 
in  the  opinion  of  some  this  may  be  sufficient  reason  for  being 
more  economical  than  efficiency  demands,  when  you  settle 
the  plans  of  the  hospital.  One  thing  is  certain  that  if  the 
appropriation  of  rateable  value  be  again  resisted  you  should 
not  apologise  for  trying  to  hold  your  own.  There  are  no 
apologies  from  those  who  are  endeavouring  to  seize  it. 

It  is  said  with  some  force  that  those  who  live  in  the  suburbs 
of  towns  and  who  have  all  the  advantages  of  an  urban  resi¬ 
dence  without  its  burdens,  should  be  forced  within  their 
boundaries.  In  the  Isle  of  Wight  there  is  another  way  of 
looking  at  this  principle.  The  workmen’s  suburbs,  which 
being  of  low  rating  value  the  towns  have  no  desire  to  annex, 
are  a  distinct  advantage  to  them  as  it  enables  those  they 
employ  to  live  at  a  cheaper  rate.  The  residential  suburbs 
are  occupied  by  the  very  class  which  it  is  considered  good 
po'icy  to  encourage  and  conciliate.  This  is  no  new  question. 
It  is  well  known  that  houses  have  been  built  outside  urban 
bcundaries  to  accommodate  families  who  make  their  pur- 
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chases  in  the  towns,  and  that  urban  authorities  have  viewed 
with  satisfaction  the  establishment  of  such  families  in  their 
neighbourhood.  These  people  evidently  do  not  view  with 
equanimity,  especially  when  they  are  provided  with  water 
and  with  sewers,  the  effort  to  impose  burdens  upon  them. 

It  is  urged,  also,  the  Rural  Sanitary  administration  is  so 
defective  it  R  necessary  in  the  interests  both  of  the  adjoining 
towns,  and  of  the  suburban  places  that  the  urban  administra¬ 
tion  should  be  extended  to  them.  It  is  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  as  a  whole  that  the  charges  made  against 
the  rural  district  during  the  scramble  for  rateable  value  should 
be  repeated.  In  the  main  they  were  not  true,  and  the  time 
chosen  to  make  the  alterations  was  certainly  unfortunate,  as 
it  was  coincident  with  a  change  which  was  taking  place  in 
the  direction  of  greater  efficiency  in  the  rural  administration. 

Neither  is  it  for  the  public  good  to  retaliate  by  reference  to 
the  shortcomings  of  urban  administration,  which  are,  how¬ 
ever,  sufficiently  notorious  throughout  the  Island.  Far 
better  would  it  be  to  compel  both  urban  and  rural  sanitary 
authorities  to  obey  the  sanitary  law  and  do  their  duty. 

But,  it  seems  to  me,  above  all  questions  of  keeping  down 
the  rates  in  towns  at  the  expense  of  the  rural  district  or  the 
reverse,  there  is  the  larger  question  of  the  general  good  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight.  Much  remains  to  be  done  before  the 
Isle  of  Wight  can  appeal  to  the  world  as  a  model  health 
resort  ;  and  while  the  towns  are  seeking  the  means  to  rival 
their  neighbours  by  offering  superior  attractions  to  visitors, 
the  fact  is  lost  sight  of  that  the  greatest  attraction  to  visitors 
is  sanitary  safety. 

If  the  world  came  here  in  large  numbers  each  place  would 
have  its  full  share  of  prosperity,  such  are  the  infinite  varieties 
of  human  tastes,  human  temperaments,  and  human  diseases. 

But  referring  onlv  to  your  own  District,  without  which  the 
Isle  of  Wight  can  never  attain  the  ideal ,  so  much  remains  to 
be  done  before  every  considerable  village  has  its  independent 
water  supply  and  sewage  system  that  to  run  the  risk  of 
crippling  it  by  attempting  consolidation  prematurely  would 
seem  to  be  the  reverse  of  good  policy  on  the  part  of  a  con¬ 
trolling  authority. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  seven  cases.  Three  Legal 
applications  un  'er  Sec.  103,  P.H.A.,  1875,  were  successfully  Proceedings, 
made  to  the  Justices  for  penalties  after  disobedience  to 
the  Order  of  the  Court  to  admit  the  Inspi  ctor  to  Great  Bud- 
bridge  Farm,  the  full  penalty  having  been  inflicted  twice. 
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Inspection. 


Two  applications  were  made  under  Sec.  95,  P.H.A.,  1875, 
for  Orders  to  ck  se  houses  unfit  ior  human  habitation  at 
Rook-ley-,  which  were  granted.  An  Order  applh  d  for  under 
Sec.  23;  P.H.A.,  1875,  to  C(  mpel  connections  of  houses 
with  the  Haylands  Sewer,  was  refused.  And  a  fine  was 
inflicted  for  the  occupation  of  a  house  at  Fuizvhurst,  North- 
wood,  without  certificate. 

It  being  desirable  to  obtain  a  census  of  the  population  in 
that  part  of  your  Disti  ict  to  which  the  Newport  water  is 
supplied,  for  statistical  purposes  during  the  epidemic  of 
enteric  fever,  and  as  the  Carisbrooke  Parochial  Committee 
wished  a  house  to  house  inspection  made  in  Carisbrooke, 
you  engaged  the  temporary  services  of  an  additional  sanitary 
inspector.  The  house  to  house  inspections  made  by  him  in 
other  parts  of  your  District  have  been  most  serviceable  and 
have  in  some  degree  met  a  default. 


The  East  and  West  Medene  Inspectors  have  furnished  me 
with  the  following  summary  of  their  work  :  — 


EAST  MEDENE  DISTRICT. 


Summary  of  Work  done  for  the  Year  1894. 


Number  of  Nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  . .  . . 

,,  abated  without  final  notices. . . . 
,,  final  notices  served  .... 

Houses  reported  unfit  for  habitation  .... 

Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair  .... 

Houses  closed  by  order  .... 

Houses  cleansed  and  disinfected  .... 

Legal  proceedings  taken  .... 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
Cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

Privy  Cesspools  provided  and  properly  constructed 
Privies  put  on  the  pail  system 

Wells  sunk  and  improved  supplies  of  water  obtained. 
Wells  cleansed .... 

Wells  closed  .... 

Defective  pumps  repaired  .... 

Pumps  provided  . , . , 


4D 

310 

28 

5 
3 
2 

56 

6 
2 
2 

19 

24 

05 

15 

i 

8 

5 
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Houses  drained  and  connected  with  the  sewer  ....  ....  28 

House  drains  repaired  and  trapped  ....  ....  ....  39 

Refuse  accumulations  removed  ....  ....  ....  1  r 

Dairies  inspected  and  reinspected  ....  ....  ....  54 

Dairies  limewashed  after  notice  ....  ....  ....  9 

Bakehouses  limewashed  after  notice  ....  ....  ....  6 

Sewers  extended,  relaid,  and  ventilated  ....  ....  2 


Houses  Built  and  Occupied  in  1894. 


Village  of 

Parish  of 

Bembridge 

Brading 

Brading 

Brading 

Shanklin,  New  Road 

Shanklin 

Whippingham 

Whippingham 

Niton 

Niton 

Hay  lands 

Ryde 

Upper  Ventnor 

Godshill 

Wootton  Bridge 

Arreton 

Arreton 

Arreton 

Whit  well 

Whitwell 

Bonchurch 

Bonchurch 

Total 


With 

Certificate. 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 
2 
2 
1 

4 


19 


Without 

Certificate. 


I 


I 


WEST  MEDENE  DISTRICT. 

Summary  of  Work  done  for  the  Year  1894. 


Number  of  Nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  ....  ....  435 

,,  ,,  abated  without  final  notice  ....  ....  330 

,.  final  notices  served  ....  ....  ....  38 

Houses  reported  unfit  for  habitation  ....  ....  ....  4 

Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair  ....  ....  ....  2 

Houses  closed  by  order  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Houses  cleansed  and  disinfected  ....  ....  ....  38 

Legal  proceedings  taken  (P.H.  Water  Act)  *  ....  ....  1 


*  One  house  at  Northwood  occupied  without  Certificate. 
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Cases  of  overcrowding  reported  ....  ....  ....  3 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ....  ....  ....  3 

Privy  Cesspools  provided  and  properly  constructed  ....  24 

Privies  put  on  the  pail  system  ....  ....  ....  29 

Wells  sunk  and  other  improved  supplies  of  water  obtained  ....  91 

W ells  cleaned  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Wells  closed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Defective  pumps  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 1 

Pumps  provided  ....  ....  .  .  ....  8 

Houses  drained  and  connected  with  sewer  ....  ....  59 

House  drains  repaired  and  trapped  ....  ....  ....  47 

Refuse  accumulations  removed  ....  ....  ....  17 

Dairies  inspected  and  reinspected  ....  ....  ....  62 

Dairies,  etc,  lime  washed  after  notice  ....  ....  ....  17 

Bakehouses  limewashed  after  notice  ....  ....  ....  4 

Public  wells  provided  ....  ....  -. .  . .  ....  1 


Houses  Built  and  Occupied  in  1894. 


Parish. 

With 

Certificate. 

Without 

Certificate. 

Freshwater] 

24 

.  . 

Northwood 

3 

1 

Yarmouth 

2 

Carisbrooke 

13 

.. 

Shalfleet 

2 

Calbourne 

1 

Shorwell 

1 

Total 

44 

1 

The  subjoined  summary  of  meteorological  observations 
made  at  Lugley  House,  Newport,  by  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Watts, 
M.A.,  and  at  the  Post  Office,  Newport,  by  A.  N.  Le  Messuiier, 
Esq.,  at  about  44  teet  above  sea  level,  has  been  kindly  sup¬ 
plied  to  me  by  Mr.  Le  Messurier. 
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AIoiVTH. 

Maxjuam 

lor 

Monti) 

Minimum 

for 

Month 

M  ean 
Daily 
Maxi¬ 
mum 

Mean 

Daily 

Mini¬ 

mum, 

Mean 

Temper¬ 

ature. 

Rainfall 

for 

Month. 

No. 

of 

Wet 

Days. 

Greatest 

Dali 

in  one  Day. 

Jan.  ... 

53*4 
on  11th 

9*5 

on  7th 

44.4 

34*1 

39*2 

5*54 

22 

0*82 
on  25th 

Feb  ... 

54*0 
on  27th 

21*5 
on  21st 

47*8 

36‘3 

42*0 

2*69 

15 

0*91 
on  17th 

Mar  ... 

G4*3 
on  27th 

19*7 

on  17th 

53*6 

36*0 

44*8 

1*72 

12 

0*35 
on  14th 

April  ... 

71*8 
on  11th 

33*0 
on  22nd 

60-3 

42-8 

51*5 

2*01 

16 

0*53 
on  24th 

May 

69*0 
on  18th 

33*2 
on  2nd 

59-9 

42*9 

51*4 

1*22 

13 

0*45 
on  11th 

June  ... 

82-5 
on  30th 

1  44*0 
on  19  th 

66*9 

50*9 

58*7 

1*9 

13 

0*4 

on  1  &4 

July  ... 

82*0 
on  1st 

45*1 
on  5th 

69*3 

54*7 

62*0 

5*01 

22 

1*14 
on  10th 

Aug.  .. 

76*5 
on  31st 

43*0 
on  21st 

67*9 

53*7 

60*8 

1*63 

14 

0*38 
on  22nd 

Sept. 

73*6 
on  1st 

34*0 
on  28th 

62*8 

47*6 

55*2 

3*42 

10 

0*95 
on  7  th 

Oct. 

66*0 
on  1 1th 

28*0 
on  18th 

57*4 

44*8 

51*1 

5*26 

15 

1*69 
on  26th 

Nov,  . 

62*0 
on  3rd 

30*4 
on  29th 

5*2*5 

42*2 

47*3 

6*94 

16 

2*44 
on  llth 

Dec. 

57*8 
on  10th 

27*8 
on  6th 

47*1 

36-5 

41*8 

2*4 

15 

, 

0*43 
on  23rd 

The  rainfall  at  Newport  in  1894  was  39‘74  inches 
against  28*53  inches  in  1893,  24'97  inches  in  1892,  38*96 
inches  in  1891,  26*31  inches  in  1890,  28*34  inches  in  1889, 
29*02  inches  in  1888,  24*43  inches  in  1887,  38*07  inches  in 
1886,  and  29*32  inches  in  1885,  The  number  of  wet  days  in 
1894  were  183,  against  146  in  1893,  T72  in  1892,  172  in 
1891,  153  in  1890,  163  in  1889,  179  in  r 8 8 8 ,  141  in  1887, 
202  in  1886,  and  159  in  1885. 

January  was  an  unsettled  month.  The  weather  was  very 
severe  at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  and  the  thermometer 
fell  to  9*5  on  the  7th.  From  the  10th  to  the  22nd  it  was 
mild  and  very  damp.  The  highest  temperature  of  the  month, 
53*4,  was  reached  on  the  11th. 

February  was  a  mild  month  with  the  exception  of  a  cold 
period  from  the  1 8th  to  the  23rd.  The  thermometer  fell  from 
21*5,  the  lowest  temperature  of  the  month,  on  the  21st,  but 
the  mean  temperature  of  the  month,  42*0,  was  the  highest  for 
many  years  in  February. 

March ,  at  the  beginning,  was  unsettled  ;  but  after  the  14th 
it  was  bright  and  sunny.  During  the  night  of  the  17th  the 


5* 


thermometer  fell  to  197.  There  was  almost  absolute  drought 
during  the  second  half  of  the  month. 

April  was  above  the  average  temperature,  but  below  that  of 
1893.  The  mean  temperature  of  the  month  was  517.  The 
thermometer  rose  to  71*8  on  the  11th.  Rain  fell  on  16  days. 

May  was  a  cold  month,  the  mean  maximum  and  the  mean 
minimum  being  about  the  same  as  April. 

June  was  cold  in  the  earlier  part,  but  the  end  of  the  month 
\\as  hot.  From  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the  end  of  June 
rain  fell  at  Newport,  in  the  centre  of  your  District,  on  91 
days,  a  larger  number  of  wet  days  in  the  first  half  of  the  year 
than  for  many  years. 

July  was  a  wet  month.  There  were  only  9  days  without 
rain. 

August,  on  the  whole,  was  a  month  of  very  uniform  tempe¬ 
rature.  Rain  fell  on  14  days  ;  and  there  were  thunderstorms 
during  the  month.  The  end  of  August  was  very  fine. 

September  was  rather  cold  but,  on  the  whole,  it  was  a  fine 
month,  Tne  first  week  was  wet,  but  the  last  week  was  fine 
and  sunny.  The  barometer  ranged  very  high  during  the 
month. 

October  was  al  the  beginning  fine  ;  there  was  a  cold  spell  in 
the  middle  of  it,  there  having  been  40  of  frost  on  the  1 8th, 
and  on  the  last  1 2  days  there  was  heavy  rain,  and  it  was 
generally  mild  and  damp. 

November  had  a  rainfall  nearly  double  the  average,  &nd  it 
was  very  stormy  from  the  10th  to  the  15th,  nearly  2^  inches 
of  rain  falling  on  the  1  ith.  The  end  of  the  month  was  cold 
and  dry. 

December  was  a  mild,  open  month.  It  was  cold  at  the 
beginning  there  having  been  40  of  frost  on  the  night  of  the 
6th,  and  again  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Speaking  generally  the  meteorological  conditions  were 
again  exceptional  during  1894,  but  they  were  not  altogether 
unfavorable  to  health. 
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3.  THE  SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
GENERALLY  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

There  were  cases  convalescing  from  enteric  fever  at  Gun-  Health  of  the 
ville,  Parkhurst  Prison,  Wootton,  and  Chale,  and  there  were  District, 
cases  of  the  disease  at  Brading.  These  were  the  remnants 
of  the  epidemic  previously  described.  With  these  exceptions 
the  District  was  free  from  zymotic  disease  at  the  close  of  the 
year. 


1  he  sanitary  state  of  the  District  generally  at  the  end  of  Sanitary  state 
the  year  will  be  best  indicated  by  brief  reference  to  the  sani-  °r  the  District 

tary  condition  of  the  principal  localities  in  the  two  Medenes.  genera 

East  Medene 


Bembridge,  at  the  extreme  east  of  the  Island,  is  a  rising  Bembridge. 
watering-place  which  is  beginning  to  assume  a  semi-urban 
character.  Its  rapid  development  is  somewhat  checked,  for 
whereas  13  new  houses  were  built  and  occupied  in  1892,  and 
6  in  1893,  only  2  new  houses  were  occupied  in  1894.  This 
check  would  appear  to  be  due  to  the  failure  of  the  Bembridge 
Harbour  Company.  This  Company  obtained  an  independent 
water-supply  by  sinking  t )  the  Headon  beds  for  the  houses 
on  the  Estate,  which  is  available  for  the  village,  but  the 
charges  are  high,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  yield  would  be 
sufficient  to  supply  the  whole  of  Bembridge  The  other 
sources  of  supply  are  the  North  Well,  a  shal'ow  well  sunk  in 
the  gravel,  other  gravel  wells,  many  of  which  become  dry  in 
hot  weather,  and  rain-water  stored  in  tanks  after  filtration. 

At  Lane  End  there  is  abundant  wafer  in  the  shingle-bed  upon 
which  the  houses  are  built,  but  the  wells,  the  majority  of 
which  are  “dip”  wells,  are  liable  to  pollution.  BembTdge 
is  sewered.  The  outfall  of  the  sewer  is  about  to  be  extended, 
a  necessary  improvement.  In  the  absence  of  an  available 
independent  water-supply  efficient  flushing  is  not  attainable. 

A  water-cart  is  used  for  flashing  with  sea  water  during  the 
summer  months.  You  are  about  to  sewer  Lock’s  Lane  and 
Lane  EnL 


The  ancient  town  of  Brading  is  supplied  with  water  from  Brading 
public  wells  of  inconsiderable  depth  in  the  Bagshot  Beds, 
from  a  few  private  wells,  from  deep  wells  in  the  Chalk  ot  no 
great  utility,  and  from  rain-water  tanks.  An  independent 
water-supply  for  Brading  would  be  a  desirable  improvement. 

I  have  many  times  referred  to  a  rivulet  in  the  Back  Lane,  the 
water  of  which,  if  piped  to  a  stand-pipe,  would  be  of  con¬ 
siderable  service,  but  the  Parochial  Committee  have  avoided 
the  subject  when  it  has  been  referred  to  them.  Brading  is 
sewered,  but  the  sewers  are  imperfectly  flushed.  They  dis- 
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Adgeston. 


Lake. 


WroxalL 


Bonchurch. 


Steephill. 


charge  on  to  filtering  beds  of  insufficient  size.  The  effluent 
finds  its  way  to  the  Yar.  A  tall  ventilating-shaft  in  the  New 
Road,  where  there  has  been  a  long-complained-of  nuisance, 
is  about  to  be  erected,  and  a  new  shaft  is  to  replace  the 
broken  one  in  the  Station  Road. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  Adgeston,  a  somewhat  isolated 
hamlet  near  Brading,  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  recon¬ 
structed  well  and  public  pump  placed  there  by  your  prede¬ 
cessors. 

Lake,  which  is  to  be  attached  to  Sandown,  is  scavenged’ 
and  has  an  independent  water-supply  from  the  Sandown 
Waterworks.  The  late  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  had  arranged 
to  sewer  Lake. 

The  sanitary  difficulties  of  Wroxall  have  been  to  some 
extent  successfully  coped  with,  and  an  independent  water- 
supply  is  about  to  be  provided.  But,  like  several  other 
villages,  it  stands  in  great  part  upon  the  Gault  Clay,  and  as 
its  filth  cannot  soak  away  in  the  earth,  it  finds  iis  way  to  the 
stream,  the  water  of  which  is  eventually  filtered  by  the  San¬ 
down  Waterworks  Company.  A  very  large  amount  of  sewage 
which  formerly  fouled  the  stream  no  longer  enters  it ;  but 
you  have  had  recent  evidence  that  the  cutting  off  over-flow 
pipes  does  not  keep  sewage  out  of  the  stream,  as  you  have 
decided  to  prosecute  persons  who  put  the  contents  of  a  cess¬ 
pit  into  it.  After  an  independent  water-supply  has  been 
provided  the  question  of  sewering  Wroxall  must  be  faced,  as 
it  is  one  of  the  sanitary  requirements  of  the  place.  But  to  do 
so  will  be  a  serious  undertaking  seeing  that  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  treat  the  sewage,  as  irrigation  of  land,  which  must 
necessarily  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  stream,  would 
probably  give  rise  to  pollution. 

Bonchurch  is  a  picturesque  watering-place  and  residential 
district,  with  houses  of  a  superior  class  to  the  east  of  Vent- 
nor.  It  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Ventnor  Waterworks. 
It  drains  into  leaking  cesspits,  disused  wells  being  also 
utilised  for  this  purpose.  Bonchurch  stands  upon  broken 
ground  corresponding  with  that  of  the  Undercliff  generally, 
formed  by  slips  from  the  Upper  Greensand.  Its  mode  of 
drainage  renders  the  under-ground  water  dangerous,  and  it 
has  been  recently  necessary,  therefore,  to  refuse  a  certificate 
for  a  new  house  supplied  from  this  source. 

Steephill,  in  the  parish  of  Godshill,  adjoins  Ventnor  on  the 
west.  It  contains  many  houses  of  a  superior  class.  It  is 


supplied  independently  from  the  Ventnor  Waterworks,  and  is 
drained  bv  a  sewer  which  discharges  in  Steephi  1 1  Cove. 

This  sewer  has  been  lecently  ventilated  by  shaft-ventilators. 

An  Order  has  been  made  by  the  County  Council  to  annex 
Steephill  to  Ventnor. 

This  part  of  your  District,  which  will  develop  under  the  St.  Lawrence 
influences  of  a  railwav  which  is  being  constructed,  will  and  tile . . 
require  very  special  attention  both  as  regards  drainage  and  Undercliff- 
water-supply.  The  same  objections  to  underground  water 
being  used  for  domestic  purposes  obtain  here  as  at  Bcn- 
church,  and  they  will  become  greater  as  houses  increase. 

Independent  supplies  should  be  obtained  from  the  Upper 
Greensand.  Several  houses,  as  those  at  Old  Park  and  Mira- 
bles,  and  some  at  St.  Lawrence,  are  already  supplied  from 
this  source. 

Whitwell  is  a  Gault  village,  and  its  filth  pollutes  a  branch  Whitwell  and 
of  the  Eastern  Yar.  It  is  supplied  independently  with  water  o°utni°ra. 
from  the  Upper  Greensand  at  Berelav,  and  the  supply  is 
continued  to  the  hamlet  of  Nettlecombe.  Southford,  another 
hamlet  to  the  north  of  Whitwell,  is  without  wholesome 
water.  It  would  cost  about  £6o  to  continue  the  Whitwell 
main  to  Southford.  The  owners  of  property  there  have 
declined  to  contribute  to  the  cost  of  this  improvement,  which 
it  is  incumbent  upon  you  to  carry  out. 

Niton  is  another  Gault  village  situated  near  the  principal  Niton, 
source  of  the  Eastern  Yar,  the  first  part  of  the  course  of  which 
runs  through  the  village.  It  is  polluted  almost  at  its  source 
by  farm-yard  and  grave-yard  drainage,  but  much  less  filth 
-  enters  it  than  formerly  It  is  supplied  with  water  from  wells 
in  the  Greensand  which  overlies  the  Gault,  from  surface 
wells,  and  rain-water  tanks.  A  few  of  the  houses  are  sup¬ 
plied  independently  by  a  pipe  from  an  Upper  Greensand 
spring  outside  the  village.  Niton  extends  to  the  Undercliff, 
where  the  conditions  are  those  already  described.  Pig¬ 
keeping  constitutes  a  recurring  nuisance  in  Niton. 

Godshill  is  a  village  on  the  Lower  Greensand,  from  which  G-odshill. 
water  is  obtained  by  means  of  shallow  wells  in  cultivated 
gardens,  which  are  very  liable  to  pollution.  Its  sanitary 
condition  has  greatly  improved,  but  there  is  an  offensive 
nuisance  in  the  middle  of  the  village  caused  by  faecal  matter 
in  a  water-course  which  runs  beneath  the  road. 

Newchurch  stands  on  a  hill  which  is  an  outlier  of  the  Newchurch. 
Upper  Greensand.  The  inhabitants  are  supplied  with  water 
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from  two  private  dip  wells.  The  sanitary  state  of  Newchurch 
is  improved,  inasmuch  as  several  closets  have  been  recon¬ 
structed  and  converted  into  pail  closets  ;  and  the  water 
supply  and  drainage  of  the  Board  Schools  have  been  made 
sanitary.  Langbridge,  a  collection  of  cottages  at  the  foot  cf 
the  hill,  requires  attention.  Water  is  obtained  from  dip-wells 
in  the  Lower  Greensand. 

The  village  of  Arreton  has  been  greatly  improved  by  new 
cottages  which  have  replaced  some  which  were  scarcely  fit  for 
habitation.  Water  is  obtained  from  dip-wells  in  the  Lower 
Greensand,  which  are  not  sufficiently  protected.  Some  of 
the  cottages  have  an  unsatisfactory  independent  supply  from 
a  surface  formation  known  as  “Malm.”  A  better  supply 
could  be  piped  to  the  village  from  the  head  of  the  stream  at 
Cherry  Wood. 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Blackwater  send  for  their  water 
to  a  pipe  near  Blackwater  Railway  Station,  which  discharges 
into  the  stream  water  from  the  plateau  Gravel  on  St.  George’s 
Down.  This  supply,  with  very  little  trouble  or  expense,  may 
be  utilised  for  the  whole  of  Blackwater.  The  other  sources 
of  water  supply  are  a  private  well,  from  which  drinking  water 
is  obtained  for  some  families,  unprotected  dip-wells,  and  the 
polluted  stream. 

The  hill  on  which  Haven  Street  stands  is  capped  with 
gravel,  but  the  Hamstead  Clay  is  at  the  surface  in  many  parts 
of  the  village.  The  water  supply  is  unsatisfactory,  being 
obtained  from  a  few  surface  wells,  one  or  two  wells  in  the 
Gravel,  and  from  rainwater  tanks  in  which  it  is  badly  stored. 

Haylands,  a  suburb  of  Ryde,  made  up  for  the  most  part  of 
small  workmen’s  cottages,  is  somewhat  notorious  by  reason 
of  the  defects  in  the  new  sewer,  and  the  controversies  which 
have  arisen  in  connection  with  it.  The  inconveniences  of 
the  sewer  are  accentuated  by  the  refusal  of  owners  to  connect 
with  it.  The  houses  first  constructed  at  Haylands  drained 
into  “ brick-on-edge”  drains  at  their  backs.  When  a  system  of 
sewerage  was  adopted  these  drains  were  connected  with  it. 
They  are  a  continuing  source  of  nuisance,  and  they  have, 
doubtless,  been  again  and  again  the  source  of  preventible 
disease.  Haylands  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Ryde 
town  supply,  but  many  unprotected  wells  exist  there,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  Mitchell’s  Road. 

Binstead  is  supplied  with  water  independently  from  Ryde 
by  meter.  As  usual,  the  two  meters  register  differently,  and 
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usually  to  the  disadvantage  of  your  District.  One  or  two 
wells  which  have  been  condemned  are  still  used.  The  inde¬ 
pendent  water  supply  to  Binstead  House  from  the  Gravel  is 
used  for  the  supply  of  the  houses  in  Newnham  Road.  Behind 
each  pair  of  cottages  the  line  of  pipe  is  broken  by  an  open, 
shallow  well  from  which  the  water  is  dipped,  and  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  which  it  is  liable  to  pollution.  The  extension  of 
the  water  main  to  Newnham  Road  and  elsewhere  in  Binstead 
is  satisfactory.  Binstead  is  sewered.  The  sewer  is  defective 
where  it  crosses  the  stream,  and  the  water  enters  it.  Com¬ 
plaint  has  been  made  that  the  sewage  is  deposited  on  the 
foreshore  within  the  Borough  of  Ryde.  As  the  sewer  is 
carried  below  low  water  mark,  or  is  supposed  to  be,  you  con¬ 
tend  that  the  nuisance  is  created  by  the  sewage  of  Ryde.  Pig 
nuisances  have  been  very  acute  at  Binstead,  large  numbers  of 
pigs  being  often  kept  in  its  midst.  There  are  houses  unfit 
for  human  habitation  in  Newnham  Road. 

The  sewers  of  Fishbourne  have  long  menaced  the  well-  Fishbourne. 
being  of  the  place.  They  are  irregular  and  badly  constructed, 
and  are  a  nuisance  at  low  water.  The  public  well  affords  a 
good  supply  of  water  from  the  Bembridge  Limestone. 

Wootton,  as  regards  the  lower  part  of  it  and  Kitehill,  has  Wootton. 
an  independent  water  supply  from  the  Gravel,  provided  by 
public  subscription.  It  was  unfortunate  it  was  not  taken  at  a 
higher  point,  and,  eventually,  this  will  have  to  be  done,  the 
water  being  pumped  from  the  Gravel  at  the  top  of  the  hill  to 
a  water  tower.  The  village  is  sewered  in  part.  It  would  be 
wise  to  extend  the  sewer  to  the  Newport  Road,  where  new 
houses  are  being  built,  as  the  subsoil  from  which  their  water 
supply  is  obtained  is  being  contaminated  by  leaking  cesspits. 

By  extending  the  Red  Road  and  New  Road  sewers  to  the 
Creek,  instead  of  discharging  into  a  watercourse,  a  great 
improvement  will  be  effected. 

The  suburb  of  Newport  known  as  Fairlee  Road  is  inde-  Fairlee  Road, 
pendently  supplied  with  water  from  Newport.  For  want  of  a 
sewer  the  road  gutter  has  been  a  source  of  considerable 
nuisance,  which,  however,  has  been  to  a  great  extent  abated. 

A  few  of  the  small  houses  at  Shide  in  your  District  are  Shide. 
supplied  with  water  from  Newport.  The  other  cottages 
should  be  supplied  in  the  same  manner.  They  all  drain 
into  the  stream.  West Medene, 

Gurnard,  a  small  watering  place  about  a  mile  west  of  Gurnard. 
Cowes,  has  68  cesspools,  which  all  leak  more  or  less  into  the 
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Gravel  which  lies  above  the  Bembridge  Clay.  It  has  also 
seven  midden  privy  vaults,  and  40  pail  closets.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  place  to  be  sewered. 
From  the  Gravel  the  water  supply  is  drawn.  In  the  wells  at 
the  top  of  the  hill  the  supply  is  good  ;  lower  down  the  hill 
the  wells  become  dry  in  the  Summer.  In  some  instances  the 
rainwater  from  the  roofs  of  the  houses  is  run  into  the  wells 
with  a  view  of  increasing  their  supply.  This  spoils  the  water 
when  there  is  plenty,  and  when  the  gravel  becomes  dry 
the  rainwater  runs  out  of  the  wells  with  the  under¬ 
ground  water.  The  supply  of  many  houses  is  derived  from 
rainwater  tanks  which  are  not  sufficiently  capacious.  In 
several  cases  the  water  is  not  filtered  at  all  before  entering 
the  tanks,  and  where  filters  exist  they  are  not  properly 
attended  to.  From  both  wells  and  tanks  the  water  is  dipped 
for  the  most  part,  there  being  few  pumps  in  the  place.  The 
need  of  an  independent  supply  of  water  is  much  felt  during 
dry  summers.  It  would  be  the  most  advantageous,  all  things 
considered,  to  obtain  such  a  supply  from  West  Cowes. 

The  sanitary  state  of  Tinkers  Lane  has  improved.  Nearly 
all  the  dilapidated  old  houses  have  disappeared,  and  the 
gutter  nuisances  are  less  obtrusive  than  formerly.  But  the 
water  supply  is  indifferent,  being  derived  from  a  few  surface 
wells,  which,  with  the  exception  of  those  at  the  bottom  of 
the  hill,  quickly  become  dry  in  hot  weather,  from  rainwater 
tanks  in  which  the  water  is  badly  stored,  and  from  the 
polluted  stream.  Eighteen  years  ago  your  predecessors 
accepted  a  tender  for  bringing  water  to  Tinkers  Lane  from 
Ruffin’s  Copse.  This  source  of  supply  is  still  available. 

The  houses  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Horseshoe  and 
Flowerpot  publichouses  are  badly  supplied  with  water  from 
surface  wells.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  resort  to  a  shallow 
well  in  a  meadow  opposite  Medham  Lane  to  which  I  have 
referred  in  previous  reports.  This  well  was  re-constructed 
during  the  year  and  covered  with  a  clap  cover.  The  new 
houses  at  Furzyhurst  in  this  district  are  supplied  from  a  well 
in  the  gravel  bed  upon  which  they  stand. 

Horsebridge  Hill  has  an  independent  water  supply  from 
Newport,  the  storage  capacity  of  the  reservoir  rendering  it 
constant  A  question  of  rating  prevented  its  use  in  some  of 
the  houses,  a  few  shillings  difference  of  assessment  imposing 
the  same  water-rate  upon  occupiers  paying  /To  difference  in 
rent.  The  Sanitary  Authority  adopted  the  recommendation 
ot  the  late  Northwood  Parochial  Committee  that  the  scale  be 
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adhered  to.  You  have  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the 
present  Committee  that  it  be  altered.  As  usual  the  water 
meters  act  to  your  disadvantage.  There  is  a  kind  of  system 
of  drainage  at  Horsebridge  Hill  by  means  of  which  the  slop 
water  which  formerly  occasioned  gutter  nuisances  is  used  for 
irrigating  a  meadow. 

Parkhurst  Barracks  and  Prison  are  supplied  with  water  Parkhurst 
independently  by  the  Newport  Corporation.  They  are  -Barracks  and 
sewered  by  a  common  system  and  the  sewage  is  treated  by  Pnson' 
the  International  process,  sludge  being  pressed  into  cakes. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  these  cakes  have  high  manurial 
value,  especially  on  grass  lands.  The  subsidence  tanks  are 
not  sufficiently  large  for  the  sewage  in  times  of  storm,  and 
complaints  are  made  of  a  nuisance  from  this  cause  at  Dodnor. 

I  believe  it  is  in  contemplation  to  divert  much  of  the  storm 
water.  Some  of  the  nuisance  may  arise  from  the  mode  of 
storing  the  manure  cakes  in  the  open.  The  cost  of  a  shed 
for  this  purpose  would  not  oppress  Imperial  funds. 

The  sanitary  advantage  of  a  better  water  supply  is  seen  in  Porchfield  and 
the  diminished  zymotic  disease  at  Porchfield  and  Lock’s  Lock’s  Green. 
Green,  where  the  inhabitants  formerly  drank  from  ponds  and 
stagnant  ditches.  The  present  supply  of  rainwater  would  be 
improved  if  the  cottagers  attended  to  their  filters.  It  would 
not  be  a  serious  undertaking  to  sink  a  well  for  the  public  use 
to  the  Bembridge  Limestone. 

The  hamlet  of  Newtown  is  one  of  the  places  in  your  Newtown. 
District  in  which  permanent  advance  has  taken  place  during 
the  year  by  the  provision  of  a  public  water  supply.  In  times 
of  drought  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  of  the  watercarts 
of  the  neighbouring  farms  will  be  sent  to  be  filled  at  the 
Newtown  pump  instead  of  from  the  polluted  stream  at 
Shalfleet. 

The  inhabitants  of  Shalfleet  still  depend  for  their  water  Shalfleet. . 
upon  the  polluted  stream,  into  one  branch  of  which,  as  I 
pointed  out  in  my  last  annual  report,  the  poison  of  enteric 
fever  is  known  to  have  passed  both  in  1892  and  1893.  The 
Special  Committee  of  your  predecessors  recommended  that  a 
well  be  sunk  there  to  the  Bembridge  Limestone,  and  that  the 
cost  be  apportioned  between  the  parishes  of  Shalfleet  and 
Calbourne.  It  is  unfortunate  the  responsible  Authority  did 
not  more  seriously  regard  their  obligations  in  this  and 
neighbouring  villages,  and  that  they  did  not  obtain  a  loan 
for  the  provision  of  water  supply  instead  of  handing  the 
question  over  to  the  Calbourne  Parochial  Committee. 
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The  sources  of  water  supply  at  Calbourne  are  the  deep 
well  recently  cleansed  and  re-constructed  and  to  which  a 
pump  was  affixed,  the  stream,  and  Street’s  well,  which  was 
offered  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  free  of  cost. 

The  small  hamlet  of  Fivehouses,  in  the  parish  of  Cal¬ 
bourne,  has  dt  length  been  provided  with  a  public  pump, 
which  will  add  to  the  comfort  and  safety  of  the  population. 

The  village  of  Newbridge  is  situated  upon  the  summit  and 
slope  of  a  hill  which  is  capped  by  Bembridge  Limestone 
from  2 oft.  to  30ft.  beneath  the  surface.  Below  fhe  Limestone 
is  the  Osborne  Clay  in  which  water  cannot  be  found. 
Several  wells  providing  abundant  water  have  been  sunk  at 
the  top  of  the  hill.  Lower  down,  and  particularly  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill,  the  inhabitants  obtain  water  for  all  purposes  from 
the  stream.  The  stream  has  two  main  branches  one  of 
which  rises  at  Calbourne,  the  other  at  Shalcombe.  At 
Shalcombe  cases  of  enteric  fever  have  occurred  in  families 
drinking  from  the  stream,  and  it  is  certain  the  dejections  of 
the  patients  before  the  nature  of  their  ailment  was  recognised 
passed  into  the  stream.  Farmyard  sewage  and  cesspit 
drainage  pass  into  both  branches  of  the  stream.  Its  water  is 
always  turbid  at  Newbridge  after  rain,  and  during  sheep 
washing  it  is  white  from  the  composition  with  which  the 
sheep  are  covered  before  being  washed.  Considerable  effort 
was  made  by  your  predecessors  to  change  this  condition  of 
things.  They  requested  the  Shalfleet  Parochial  Committee 
to  recommend  a  plan  for  piping  water  from  the  top  of  the 
hill  to  the  bottom  for  drinking.  After  many  delays  and 
obstructions  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  the  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority  resolved  to  sink  a  well  by  th  '  roadside  for  this 
purpose,  which  I  think  would  have  been  the  most  practicable 
expedient.  The  owners  of  the  neighbouring  wells  opposed 
the  scheme  fearing  their  supply  would  be  diminished,  the 
Parochial  Committee  were  never  favourable  to  the  suggestion 
of  providing  water  for  Newbridge  as  the  cost  would  be  borne 
by  the  parish  of  Shalfleet,  and  the  owner  of  the  land  who  at 
one  time  was  friendly,  refused  his  consent.  The  latest  pro¬ 
position  was  to  obtain  water  from  the  head  of  the  stream  at 
Shalcombe.  This  would  involve  a  considerable  expenditure 
What  was  required  was  the  adoption  of  a  comprehensive 
scheme  of  water  supply  for  the  whole  district  including  Cal¬ 
bourne,  Newbridge,  Ningwood  and  Shalfleet,  but  as  this  was 
considered  too  enterprising  it  seemed  only  possible  to  supply 
each  village  separately  and  within  itself,  and  this  the 
Authority  decided  should  be  done.  But  instead  of  doing  it 
they  handed  the  subject  to  the  respective  parochial  com- 
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mittees,  and  there  have  been  alterations  of  plans  decided  upon, 
opposition  and  confusion.  If  an  independent  supply  of 
water  can  be  obtained  for  Newbridge  from  the  Chalk  at  a 
moderate  cost  it  would  no  doubt  be  the  best  source  of  supply 
having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances. 

The  hamlet  of  Ningwood  depends  for  water  upon  ponds,  Ningwood. 
and  streams  and  rainwater  tanks,  but  the  inhabitants  have 
been  permitted  hitherto  to  obtain  water  for  drinking  from  the 
deep  well  to  the  Bembridge  Limestone  at  Ningwood  House. 

It  is  uncertain  if  this  source  of  supply  will  be  longer  available 
as  the  property  has  passed  into  other  hands.  It  would  be 
possible  to  obtain  water  from  a  well  sunk  to  the  Bembridge 
Limestone  south  of  Ningwood  ;  or  a  public  well  may  be  pro¬ 
vided  on  the  highway  in  or  near  the  Yarmouth  Road.  The 
improvements  at  the  Parochial  Schools  have  altered  the 
sanitary  condition  ot  the  place. 

The  public  well  is  of  considerable  importance  to  Wellow.  Wellow  and 
The  sanitary  condition  of  both  Thoriey  and  Wellow  has  Thorley. 
greatly  improved  during  the  last  decade. 

The  main  of  the  Freshwater  Waterworks  h?s  been  Yarmouth, 
extended  to  Yarmouth,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  it  is 
possible  to  record  a  distinct  sanitary  advance,  therefore,  in 
this  town.  The  town  wells  will  be  with  advantage  closed  as 
soon  as  the  independent  supply  is  generally  used.  The 
sewers  are  not  flushed.  A  new  district  near  the  railway 
station  is  being  built  over,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider 
arrangements  for  sewering  it. 

The  independent  water  supply  has  immensely  improved  Freshwater, 
the  condition  of  Freshwater.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  cesspits  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  well  from  which  it 
is  pumped  should  cease  to  exist.  The  sewer  which  it  is 
hoped  may  be  commenced  in  the  Autumn  will  provide  for 
this.  You  are  pledged  by  your  predecessors  to  a  vigorous 
sanitary  administration  at  Freshwater. 

The  sewer  at  Totland  Bay  is  now  completed  and  a  large  Totland  Bay. 
number  of  houses  have  been  connected  with  it.  The  inde¬ 
pendent  water  supply  of  Totland  from  the  Headon  Beds  is 
scarcely  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  place,  but  the 
Freshwater  supply  will  supplement  it. 

The  well-being  of  this  incipient  watering  place  is  Colwell  Bay. 
threatened  by  the  Government  sewer,  which  should  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  below  low-water  mark. 
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Brooke  has  an  independent  water  supply  from  the  Upper 
Greensand  which  may  be  extended  to  Hulverstone  without 
prejudice,  probably.  The  independent  supply  from  the  same 
formation  to  Limerstone  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  benefit  would  be  increased  if  it  were  laid 
on  to  the  cottages. 

The  water  supply  from  Buddie  Hole  to  Brighstone  is  now 
being  carried  out.  This  long  delayed  work  will  be  of  the 
greatest  possible  benefit  to  the  clay  district  of  Brighstone, 
and  south  of  it. 

As  at  Brighstone  the  stream  is  a  great  deal  resorted  to  for 
water  at  Shorwell.  The  strongest  Upper  Greensand  springs 
in  the  Island  rise  in  private  grounds  in  the  village ;  and 
there  is  a  private  pump  which  raises  Greensand  water  just  off 
the  highway,  from  which  the  northernmost  cottages  are 
supplied. 

Chale  stands  on  the  Gault  and  is  badly  provided  with 
water.  Chale  Street  could  be  supplied  independently  from 
the  Upper  Greensand  by  piping  the  water  from  a  reservoir 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  little  rivulet  which  runs  by  the 
roadside  in  Blythe’s  Lane,  the  highway  between  Chale  and 
Blackgang.  Chale  Green  could  also  be  supplied  from  the 
Greensand.  The  foul  ditch  on  Chale  Green  should  be 
covered  in.  It  is  a  continuing  nuisance. 

Blackgang  on  the  Gault  is  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Greensand  Cliff  at  its  back  for  the  most  part.  Much  of  the 
sewage  of  the  place  finds  its  way  to  Blackgang  Chine,  and 
having  helped  to  increase  the  volume  of  the  water-fall  there, 
it  is  lost  in  the  shingle  on  the  beach. 

Both  Chillerton  and  Gatcombe  lie  in  valleys  of  the  Green¬ 
sand  from  which  independent  water  supplies  may  be  obtained. 
The  wells  are  badly  protected.  Gutter  nuisances  are  less 
prominent  than  in  some  recent  years. 

The  village  of  Gunville  and  the  hamlet  of  Forestside  are 
supplied  from  the  Newport  Waterworks.  It  was  in  contem¬ 
plation  to  purchase  the  water  main  from  the  Corporation  ; 
but  the  Local  Government  Board  have  refused  their  sanction 
of  the  purchase  until  that  body  have  provided  themselves 
with  a  better  supply.  The  gutter  nuisances  of  Gunville  are 
intermittent.  The  watercourse  in  Gunville  Back  continues 
to  be  the  receptacle  of  the  slops  and  house  refuse  of  some  of 
the  cottages  there. 


Many  of  the  houses  in  the  important  village  of  CarisbrooVe, 
so  much  lesorted  to  by  visitors,  are  supplied  with  water  from 
the  high  level  reservoir  of  the  Newport  Waterworks.  Other 
houses  are  supplied  from  wells  in  the  Chalk.  The  state  of 
the  road  gutter,  and  of  the  gulley  near  Carisbrooke  House 
into  which  it  runs,  continues  to  be  a  reproach.  The  high 
ground  at  the  backs  of  the  houses  on  the  north  of  Carisbrooke 
Street  necessitates  drains  for  storm  water,  and  these  are  made 
available  for  the  disposal  of  slops.  This  and  other  nuisances 
can  only  be  met  by  a  sewer.  Your  predecessors  requested 
the  engineer  who  planned  the  new  sewers  of  Newport,  and 
who  adapted  them  for  the  reception  of  the  sewage  of  Caris¬ 
brooke,  to  prepare  plans  for  the  sewerage  of  this  village.  The 
elaborate  plans  presented  to  you  go  beyond  the  necessities  of 
the  moment,  and  of  the  financial  ability  of  the  parish,  and 
will  have  to  be  modified  ;  but  they  provide  fully  for  the  whole 
of  the  possible  requirements  of  the  district.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  outfall  of  the  Carisbrooke  sewer  shall  be  into  the 
Newport  sewer,  at  the  Borough  boundary  in  Carisbrooke 
Road.  Carisbrooke  is  scavenged. 

Your  District  continues  without  bye-laws,  as  I  have  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  second  part  of  this  report. 

You  possess  regulations  for  private  drains,  and  these  should 
be  furnished  to  tbe  owners  and  builders  of  all  new  houses. 
The  drains  should  not  be  covered  in  until  they  have  been  in¬ 
spected  and  submitted  to  the  hydraulic  test.  You  possess 
sheets  of  plates,  which  show  how  house  drainage  should  be 
carried  out,  and  these  have  been  supplied  to  some  of  the 
builders. 

You  possess  regulations  for  cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milk- 
shops,  but  they  are  not  obligatory.  The  registrations  of 
dairies  is  compulsory  in  your  District,  and  the  visits  of  your 
Inspectors  have  effected  a  large  amount  of  improvement  in 
them. 

You  do  not  possess  regulations  for  slaughterhouses  and 
bakehouses,  and  they  are  not  registered. 

Your  District  possesses  the  protection  of  the  Act  for  the 
Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  common  with  the  whole 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1892  I  said,  “  As  soon  as  bye¬ 
laws  are  operative  in  your  District,  inspection  work  ought  to 
be  more  systematically  done,  indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  reasons  why  bye-laws  are  so  desirable.  No  district  is 
properly  inspected  in  which  inspections  are  not  made  from 
house  to  house,  and  no  systematic  inspection  of  a  district  is 
thorough,  which  does  not  bring  about  the  inspection  of  every 
house  in  that  district  at  least  once  a  year.  Of  course,  many 
premises  must  be  visited  much  more  frequently.  At  present, 
the  reports  of  particular  nuisances  remain  so  long  upon  the 
Inspectors’  books,  that  much  time  is  used  up  between  Board 
day  and  Board-day  in  making  journeys  to  see  howr  they  are 
getting  on.  There  must,  of  course,  be  some  delay  in  obtain¬ 
ing  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  improvement  in  this  respect  since  the  routine  sanitary 
work  was  taken  by  your  committee  ;  but  from  every  point  of 
view,  it  is  most  desirable  that  nuisances  should  be  abated  as 
quickly  as  possible, and  particularly  as  every  year  greater  demands 
are  msdeupon  the  time  of  the  Inspectors  for  other  than  inspec¬ 
tion  work.  They  are  your  Surveyors  under  the  Act,  and 
there  are  distinct  advantages  in  this.  Small  matters  of  sani¬ 
tary  improvement  are  kept  more  completely  under  your 
control.  They  appear  less  formidable  when  they  are  carried 
out  by  your  own  officers,  and  the  expense  is  minimised,  but 
the  survey,  and  the  plans  and  estimates,  can  only  be  made  by 
the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  time.” 

I  can  add  nothing  to  this  beyond  saying  that  it  would  be  an 
economy  of  time  to  provide  the  Inspectors  with  railway 
tickets,  for  many  hours  are  wasted  in  getting  to  and  from 
distant  parts  of  your  District. 

The  methods  employed  for  the  conduct  of  your  business  are 
of  the  greatest  possible  moment  to  the  sanitary  well-being  of 
your  District,  for  upon  their  efficiency  its  sanitary  state  will 
greatly  depend.  You  meet  fortnightly,  at  the  close  of  the 
sitting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  if  they  are  prolonged, 
as  they  have  been,  you  cannot  possibly  transact  the  business 
which  devolves  upun  you.  You  have  consequently  devoted 
an  additional  afternoon,  between  the  ordinary  meetings,  to 
your  sanitary  duties. 

A  Committee,  comprised  of  any  members  of  your  Council 
who  choose  to  attend,  take  the  fortnightly  reports  of  the  in¬ 
spectors,  and  give  them  their  directions  while  the  Guardians 
are  sitting.  From  this  Committee  are  referred  to  the  Council 
questions  arising  out  of  these  reports  which  it  is  deemed 
desirable  to  refer,  and  all  matters  involving  expenditure,  or 
possible  legal  action,  and  the  granting  certificates.  The  other 
subjects  which  engage  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  the 
minutes,  the  agenda,  and  the  correspondence,  which  includes 


communications  from  the  Parochial  Committees.  Individual 
members  of  the  Council  by  questions  of  which  they  have 
given  notice,  or  by  enquiries  which  they  make  at  the  meetings, 
often  initiate  valuable  discussions  ;  propositions  are 
debated,  and  by  the  votes  of  the  majority  important  decisions 
are  arrived  at,  which  have  not  always  been  carried  into  effect 
in  the  past,  and  reports  submitted  to  the  Council  are  con¬ 
sidered  and  decided  upon.  But  a  large  proportion  of  the 
business  which  comes  before  the  Council  is  at  once  referred 
to  Parochial  Committees  “to  save  time,”  perhaps,  and  it  is  to 
this  mode  of  procedure  that  most  exception  may  be  taken. 
Some  years  ago  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority  to  refer  to  a  special  committee  of  their  body  the 
consideration  of  important  sectional  questions  affecting  the 
interests  of  their  District  as  a  whole,  as  any  sanitary  matter 
in  any  part  of  it  must,  but  more  particularly  the  interests  of 
those  parts  of  it  to  which  they  related.  These  committees 
made  up  of  representatives  ol  different  parts  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  were  able  to  take  broader  views  of  local  questions  than 
persons  living  on  the  spot,  and,  at  the  same  time,  they  came 
to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  District  they  administered  as  a 
whole,  and  of  the  requirements  of  the  different  localities. 
Then  it  was  suggested  that  parochial  committees  should  be 
formed  for  certain  parishes  under  Sec.  202,  P.H.A.,  1875, 
but  instead  of  forming  such  committees  in  accordance  with 
what  would  appear  to  be  the  spirit  of  the  Section,  they  were 
committees  nominated  by  the  vestries  of  which  the  Guardians 
for  the  parish  were  ex-officio  members.  While  some  of  these 
committees  did  excellent  work,  it  cannot  be  said  that  they 
were  a  success  generally,  or  that  the  parochial  view  which 
swayed  them  advanced  the  interests  of  the  public  health.  An 
evil,  which  may  have  been  forseen,  quickly  manifested  itself : 
the  representatives  of  the  different  committees  insisted  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  views  of  the  respective  committees  by  the 
Authority.  But  this  was  not  always  s  >.  Sometimes  they 
opposed  the  views  of  their  committees,  as  in  the  case  of  Ryde 
and  Brighstone,  and  their  non-acceptance  by  the  Authority 
led  to  friction  and  difficulty.  In  other  cases  as  at  Calbourne 
and  Shalfleet,  the  parochial  committees  acted  in  direct  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  directions  of  the  Authority  to  the  detriment  of 
the  public  health  in  the  localities  referred  to.  But  the 
Authority  as  a  rule  acquiesced,  throwing  the  responsibility 
of  which  it  was  impossible  they  could  divest  themselves, 
upon  the  committees,  the  defence  being  that  the  people  of 
the  place  ought  to  know  most  about  its  requirements.  It 
seemed  strange,  therefore,  that  you  should  have  adopted  the 
suggestion  made  to  you  at  your  first  meeting,  and  that  your 
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first  administrative  act  should  have  been  the  appointment  of  the 
members  of  the  Parish  Councils  as  the  parochial  committees  of 
the  different  parishes,  the  representatives  of  the  parish  on  the 
District  Council,  if  not  already  members  of  the  District 
Council,  being  ex-officio  members  of  the  committee.  You 
have  shown  a  disposition,  moreover,  to  refer  questions 
relating  to  the  different  parishes  to  the  respective  parochial 
committees  forthwith,  without  investigation  or  discussion. 
That  is  to  say,  instead  of  district  administration  yours 
becomes  parochial  administration,  which  is  the  worst  possible 
in  sanitary  matters.  But  the  responsibility  remains  yours, 
and  if  mistakes  are  made,  as,  undoubtedly,  mistakes  will  be 
made,  the  blame  will  rest  with  you.  If  you  submit  to  be 
simply  a  confirming  Council  of  the  acts  of  the  parochial 
committees,  you  will  fail  to  gain  knowledge  of  your  District, 
and  will  be  unable  to  act  for  its  good  as  a  whole,  which  it  is 
vour  duty  to  do.  The  parochial  committees  contemplated  by 
the  section  are  evidently  committees  of  the  Sanitary  Authority 
first  of  all,  the  representation  of  the  locality,  if  any,  being 
subsidiary.  When  sitting  as  parochial  committees,  the  Parish 
Councils  cannot  but  find  it  difficult  to  divest  themselves  of 
their  individuality,  and  the  idea  of  authority,  and,  already, 
words  of  rebellion  have  been  spoken  against  you  in  com¬ 
mittees  which  are  committees  of  your  Council.  Important 
works  of  sewerage  and  water  supply  require  to  be  well  con¬ 
sidered  bv  the  responsible  Authority,  with  the  aid  of  the 
skilled  advice  for  which  they  pay,  and  it  is  not  for  the  public 
good  that  such  works  should  be  handed  to  parochial  com¬ 
mittees  to  do  as  they  will,  and  spend  the  ratepayers’  moneyas 
they  like,  in  substituting  other  schemes  for  those  which  have 
been  well  thought  out  and  adopted  by  the  Authority,  as  has 
been  in  the  past. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  shortcomings  to  which  I  have 
referred,  as  the  end  of  each  year  comes,  and  the  state  of  the 
District  generally  is  passed  in  review,  one  sees  that  advance 
has  taken  place  since  the  last  Annual  Report  was  written. 
The  advance  may  be  slow,  and  much  less  in  the  way  of  per¬ 
manent  improvement  may  have  been  accomplished  than  was 
possible,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  note,  from  year  to  year,  Cat 
the  District  is  not  retrogressing.  During  the  past  year  inde¬ 
pendent  water  supplies  and  drainage  works  have  been  in¬ 
itiated,  if  not  yet  carried  out,  which  must  minister  to  the 
sanitary  well-being  of  the  population  of  your  District.  It  will 
be  youi  duty  not  only  to  complete  these  improvements  of 
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your  predecessors,  but  to  press  forward  with  greater  vigour 
along  the  path  of  sanitary  progress  for  the  good  of  the  people 
and  the  reputation  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  GROVES. 

Carisbrooke. 
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